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INTRODUCGTION

“The Book of Daniel is not only one of the most intriguing works in the Bible, but it is also filled
with timeless truths that are just as relevant to modern believers as they were to those who first
heard them. Yet too often this beautiful prophecy is neglected or deliberately avoided by
believers because some of its passages seem strange and difficult. Upon careful examination,
however, Bible students will find the principal message of Daniel clear and a study of the book
extremely profitable.”?

Authorship and Date

In recent years, there has been much debate as to the date and authorship of the Book of
Daniel. This debate is a divisive factor in the overall understanding of the book. As you study this
book, it is imperative to clarify your understanding on this issue because of the impact it will have
upon your interpretation.

Two Opposing Views®
VIEW #1: THE TRADITIONAL VIEW

e Daniel is the author of the book as we have it today, and its history and prophecies
are accurate and reliable.

e |t was by special revelation from God that Daniel was able to predict the events that
have already taken place in history.

e Daniel wrote the book as an old man—sometime around 536 B.C.

VIEW #2: THE MACCABEAN THESIS

e The author of the book as we have it today was an anonymous Jew during the second
century B.C.

e This theory purports that the book was written to encourage the Jews who were
suffering under the rule of Antiochus IV Epiphanes (175-163 B.C.), during the
Maccabean period—thus the reason for its name.

e Understanding that it was written some 400 years after the events described, scholars
believe that Daniel consists of ‘non-historical accounts and pseudoprophecies.

As one who believes that the Bible is “God’s inerrant revelation, complete in the Old and
New Testaments, written by divinely inspired men as they were moved by the Holy Spirit,” it
is imperative that we hold to the Traditional View of authorship and date for the writing of
the Book of Daniel.

2 Miller, 22.
3 lbid.
4 “Doctrinal Statement”, http: //www.templerogers.org/im-new /doctrinal-statement/ (accessed Jan 9, 2016).



http://www.templerogers.org/im-new/doctrinal-statement/

Compelling Evidence Regarding Authorship and Date

e |f the late date of authorship is accepted, “it would make the author of Daniel a
deceiver, and... both Ezekiel (14:20) and Christ (Matt 24:15) give testimony to the
trustworthiness of this book, identifying the author as God’s prophet.”>

e ‘“the author of Daniel exhibited a more extensive knowledge of sixth-century events

than would seem possible for a second-century writer.”¢

e In the second century B.C., the government was hostile toward the Jews, but in Daniel’s

time, he was highly regarded and given positions of authority.

e Archeological Discoveries:

©)

Some claimed that Daniel had historical errors because of the discrepancy
between Daniel 1:1 and Jeremiah 25:1, 9 and 46:2; however, archeologists
have discovered that the Hebrews and Babylonians used different systems of
counting to number the years that a leader was in power.

“The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the people of Judah, in the
fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah (that was the first
year of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon)... behold, | will send for all the
tribes of the north, declares the Lord, and for Nebuchadnezzar the king of
Babylon, my servant, and | will bring them against this land and its inhabitants,
and against all these surrounding nations. | will devote them to destruction, and
make them a horror, a hissing, and an everlasting desolation.” (Jer 25:1, 9)

“The word of the Lord that came to Jeremiah the prophet concerning the
nations. About Egypt. Concerning the army of Pharaoh Neco, king of Egypt,
which was by the river Euphrates at Carchemish and which Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon defeated in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah,
king of Judah” (Jer 46:1-2)

“Daniel portrays Belshazzar as ruler when Babylon falls. But cuneiform records
show Nabonidus on the Babylonian throne... But further Babylonian record
show Daniel is correct! Belshazzar was made co-regent with his father
Nabonidus, who was in Syria when the city of Babylon fell.””

e Linguistic Considerations:

o

“An unusual feature of the book is that it is written in two languages. Daniel
1:1 = 2:4a and 8:1 = 12:13 (157 V2 verses) are written in Hebrew, whereas
2:4b — 7:28 (199 V2 verses) are in Aramaic.”8

Some have argued that Daniel’s choice of languages—as well as specific
words—indicate a late authorship, but these arguments fail to withstand
criticism.

5 Richards, Lawrence O. lllustrated Bible Handbook. (United States: Thomas Nelson, 1997), 361.

¢ Miller, 26.
7 Richards, 362.
8 Miller, 47.



In short, the concern over date and authorship of the Book of Daniel rests on the biblical
world view of the interpreter. If an individual believes in the supernatural ability of God to
reveal the future to His prophet, then he also has no problem accepting Daniel as the author in
the sixth century B.C. If, however, an individual does not believe in the supernatural work of
God among man, he must find an alternative means of explaining the authorship of Daniel.

Historical Background
“An understanding of the historical background of the Book of Daniel is essential for a
proper understanding of its message.”? This is a brief overview of the historical events that
are important to the life of Daniel.

KEY HisTORIC EVENTS SURROUNDING THE LIFE OF DANIEL!0

e 612 B.C. - Fall of Nineveh, capital of Assyria
o0 Assyria had ruled the world for over 200 years, since the days of Tiglath-
Pileser (845 B.C.)
0 Nabopolassar came to the throne in Babylon and rebelled against the
Assyrians in 625 B.C.
0 Nebuchadnezzar, son of Nabopolassar, was the general who led the
Babylonian army against Nineveh, defeating it in 612 B.C.
e 605 B.C. - Battle of Carchemish, establishing Babylonian domination
0 Pharaoh-Necho of Egypt came to fight the Babylonians at Carchemish
0 Nebuchadnezzar defeated the Egyptians, chasing them south through Judah
o At Jerusalem, Nebuchadnezzar heard of his father’s death; he returned to
assume the throne in Babylon, taking with him the first group of Jewish
captives, along with Daniel and his friends - Dan 1:1-4

e 597 B.C. - A second group of captives taken to Babylon
o Jehoiachin followed the reign of his father, Jehoiakim
o0 He lasted just three months, when Nebuchadnezzar took him, Ezekiel, and
10,000 artisan Jews to Babylon - 2 Kin 24:8-16
o Zedekiah was installed as king in Jerusalem, but was weak and vacillating
e 586 B.C. - Fall of Jerusalem and the temple destroyed
o Eleven years later, Jerusalem was totally devastated by Babylonian forces - 2
Kin 25:1-10
o A third group was taken into Babylonian captivity, but Jeremiah was among
those who stayed behind - 2 Kin 25:11-12,22; Jer 39:11-14; 40:1-6
e 539-536 B.C. - Babylon falls, and the first remnant returns to Jerusalem
o Cyrus, king of Persia, sends the first remnant back under the leadership of
Zerubbabel - Ezra 1:1-5; 2:1-2

9 Miller, 43.
10 Copeland, Mark. “The Book of Daniel.” http://www.biblestudyguide.org/ebooks/copeland /dan_so.pdf (accessed
Jan 9, 2016), 4.
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o The foundation of the temple was soon started, but the temple was not
completed until 516 B.C. - Ezra 3:8-13; 6:14-16
e 457 B.C. - A second remnant returns to Jerusalem
o Ezra the priest returns with this group - Ezra 7:1-8:36
0 He leads a much-needed revival - Ezra 9:1-10:44
e 444 B.C. - A third remnant returns to Jerusalem
o This group is led by Nehemiah - Neh 1:1-2:20
o Under his leadership, the walls of Jerusalem are rebuilt - Neh 3:1-7:73
o Together with Ezra, they restore much of the religion - Neh 8:1-13:31

HisToRIC EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF DANIEL

e Daniel lived through many of these historical events.
e Daniel was born (circa 620 B.C) in Israel during the last days of the kingdom of Judah.

e Daniel was taken captive to Babylon in 605 B.C, at the age of 15, with the first group
of captives taken by Nebuchadnezzar.

e Daniel continued serving God as a prophet for all of the 70 years of captivity.

Qultural Baockground

“What kind of a world was this new
home of theirs¢ Compared to the poor little
country of Palestine it was a big, rich, and
prosperous country. Here the Jews found an
advanced culture, big business and material
splendor. Babylon, the chief city, was one of
great wealth and magnificence. It was the
center of a vast empire including all of
Mesopotamia and the highlands beyond, as
well as Syria and Palestine. The city of

Babylon was on the monotonous plains of the G
banks of the Euphrates River. Ancient writers describe it as a city surrounded by four walls,
each fifteen miles in length. Twenty four streets ran north and south and the same number east
and west. In this way each street
terminated at a gate in the wall
(100 of these) and the city was
thus made up of more than six
hundred square blocks. It is said
that in the center of each square
was a garden. The city contained
many elaborate and expensive
buildings such as palaces and
temples. To relieve the

homesickness of his wife for her



native hills Nebuchadnezzar constructed, at great expense, the famous hanging gardens. In
reality these were immense terraces placed on top of each other until they reached the height
of the city walls. On these were planted beautiful shrubs and flowers. Even if this ancient
description be exaggerated, we may be sure that this great city was one of the most
beautiful and famous of ancient times.”!!

Artist’s rendition of the
cient city of Babylon

an
<%

“This kingdom was famous also for the advanced stage of culture and learning which its
people had attained. The Magi were learned men with a wide reputation for wisdom. The
people were skilled in astronomy and astrology. They had libraries and a well-developed
literature. They were advanced in the art of making pottery and in textile work. In such a
wealthy, cultured and prosperous kingdom the captive Jews were to make their home. The
new world forced upon them the necessity of adjustment to new situations and of testing their
own faith and ideals. How little and insignificant was their own poor kingdom back in Judah
compared to the extent and wealth of this kingdom.”12

Theological Emphases

The theology of the Book of Daniel centers on several different themes:

e The Sovereignty of God in the affairs of the world.
e God’s love and care for His followers.
o The person and work of the Messiah.

o The eschatology of the tribulation, the last days and the new earth.

" Hester, H.Il. The Heart of Hebrew History. (Liberty, MO: The Quality Press, 1962), 251-252.
12 |bid., 252.



Part One: The Stories of
Daniel in Babylon

“The first half of Daniel features five events selected from the prophet’s long life in Babylon.
Each account has much of value for application to our lives today. There is also a report of an
experience of his three Hebrew companions...”!

The first event described here relays the story of how Daniel and many others find themselves
living in a strange, new land with strange, new cultures and religious beliefs. Daniel’s character is
tested as his home culture clashes with his new, host culture.

|. Daniel’s Identity and Uharacoter (1:1-21)

The Historical Setting (1-2)
The two superpowers of the Middle East in the late 7t century were Egypt and Babylon.
Each country was vying for power, and it was only a matter of time until they would finally
clash. The decisive battle that would determine the fates of each empire finally came in the
early summer of 605 B.C. in Carchemish, on the upper Euphrates River, in modern day Syria.

i I I c 1 n i

A |
cA. 600—3586 p.c. (2 Kings 24-25)

MAP B KEY

[] New Babylonian Empire 1
] Kingdom of Egypt

EH

(-4
8lack Sea %
0,

o Troas
Athens

i N
Spina 3‘—5
Carchemish*® R
SYRIA )
f

G S
oaperi s Megiddo Shushan  JOTRE
Jerusalem Babylon ELAM i
et NEW
QVGDO P BABYLONIAN 5
4,0 EMPIRE % PERSIA "
by X
N >
3 : Eerythragean Ses 4
Miles =-f—
o ™ 2 =

! Richards, The Illustrated Bible Handbook, 363.



After being defeated at Carchemish, the Egyptian armies retreated to their homeland
which left Palestine undefended to ward off the Babylonian attackers. “As a result, by August
of 605 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar took control of the city of Jerusalem. On August 15 or 16
Nebuchadnezzar’s father, King Nabopalasser, died in Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar rushed
home to claim the throne. He was crowned king of Babylon on the day of his arrival,
September 6 or 7, 605 B.C. On this trip home, Nebuchadnezzar carried captive with him
some of the sacred vessels of the Temple of Jehovah in Jerusalem and the cream of the Jewish
young men. Daniel and his companions were among those captives.”?

Intfroduction of Daniel and His Friends (3-7)
Who are they?

e |Israelites from either the royal family or nobility.

e All four were from the tribe of Judah, from families of high social standing.

What are their names?e

e Daniel = ‘God is my judge’

e Hananiah — ‘Yahweh is gracious’
e Mishael — ‘who is what God is?’
e Azariah — ‘Yahweh has/will help’

What new names did they receive from Ashpenaz—the chief Eunuch? What did they mean?

e Daniel = Belteshazzar — ‘Bel, protect his life’ (Bel is another name for Marduk)

e Hananioh = Shadrach — ‘command of Aku’ (the moon god)

e Mishael ® Meshach — ‘who is what Aku is?’

e Azariah @ Abednego — ‘servant of Nebo’ (second greatest god in Babylonian
pantheon)

e Ashpenaz “assigned the young captives Babylonian names in order to assimilate them
more readily into their new culture. There probably was no intention on the
Babylonians’ part to degrade or humiliate these captives by this name change.”?

e In each case the Hebrew appellation [or name] contains a reference to the true God,
whereas its Babylonian counterpart involves an allusion to a pagan deity.”

When were they taken and where were they taken to?

e They were taken captive in 605 B.C. with the first group of Jewish captives.

e They were all teenagers at the time of their capture.

e The ‘land of Shinar’ is another name for Babylon. It is likely that Daniel used this word
deliberately because Shinar was the site for the Tower of Babel.

2 Showers, Renald E. The Most High God. (Bellmawr, NJ: The Friends of Israel Gospel Ministry, 1982), 1-2.
3 Miller, The NAC: Daniel. 64.
4 lbid., 66.
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Why were they chosen? Qualifications for Eligible Trainees in Babylon

‘youths’ — may refer to children, boys or young men; the education of Persian youths
began in their 14" year, so it is reasonable that the Babylonian system was about the
same; Daniel was likely 14 or 15 when he was taken captive;

‘without blemish, of good appearance’ — no physical defects and handsome;

‘skillful in all wisdom, endowed with knowledge, understanding learning’ — intelligence was
very important to Nebuchadnezzar

‘competent to stand in the king's palace’ — competent here denotes ability and refers to “'a
proper manner, poise, confidence, and knowledge of social proprieties’ expected at the royal
court.”s

‘to teach them the literature and language of the Chaldeans’ — this can refer ethnically to the
Babylonian people as a whole, but “in Daniel the word is also used in a restricted sense to
delineate a class of priests, astrologers, magicians, soothsayers, or wise men.”¢

How long was their training supposed to last?

‘They were to be educated for three years’

“After the successful completion of the three-year training period, the young men were
to enter royal service. Evidently the level of government responsibility was
determined by the king’s examination of the trainees at the end of the program.”

What difficulties did the Hebrew children face when they were taken to Babylon?

“The pressure to conform to Babylon’s pagan culture was severe upon Daniel and his
friends. They belonged to a conquered, humiliated people. They had been uprooted
from families, friends, familiar surroundings—from everything that had given them
security and meaning in life. They had been transported hundreds of miles to a totally
strange environment to live among total strangers. In this new setting they were a
small minority. They were only teenagers subjected to the authority of the most
powerful adult ruler on earth.”8

“They were put under the instruction of elite but ungodly teachers, men who were
regarded as the world’s top scholars—a situation that could be deadly for the faith of
impressionable teens. Their education exposed them to such anti-God subjects as
astrology and pagan mythology.”®

“They were placed in the enviable position of gaining favorable government posts, if
they would cooperate fully with their rulers. They were afforded what many would
have regarded as a great privilege—the eating of the king’s fare.”1°

> Miller, 61
¢ Ibid., 79.
7 Ibid., 64.

8 Showers, 4.

? Ibid.
10 |bid.
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The Moral Test (8-16)

What was Daniel’s decision when faced with this moral dilemma?

‘Resolved that he would not defile himself’ — the word ‘defile’ refers to moral or
ceremonial defilement as outlined in the Law. In this case Daniel would have been
defiled on both counts.!!

Resolved to honor God with his life.

Daniel made up his mind before he left Israel that he would follow God—no matter
the consequences.

What were they supposed to eat?

They were given the privilege to eat the same food that the king was eating.
Literally translated the word ‘food’ refers to ‘rich food.’

“It was an oriental custom to feed officers of the royal court the choice food and wine
from the king’s table.”!2
Eating the king’s food was problematic for Jews for two reasons.!3
o It contained food that the Jews were forbidden by the Mosaic Law to eat.
0 The food had been offered to Babylonian gods before it was eaten.
0 Both of these issues were negated in the New Testament.
= Peter’s Vision in Acts 10 allowed the Jews to eat meat of all types.'4
= Paul’s teaching in 1 Corinthians 8 releases the Jew to eat meat that has
been sacrificed to idols because ‘an idol has no real existence.’
However, Paul encourages the Corinthians to not be a stumbling block
to someone who has a problem with meat sacrificed to idols. Verse 13
says, “Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, | will never eat
meat, lest | make my brother stumble.”

Why was this decision difficulte!s

To refuse the royal diet could have been taken as an insult to the king and as an act
of direct disobedience to Nebuchadnezzar’s orders.

Pressure from Daniel’s peers certainly made the decision difficult. By doing this, Daniel
and his friends were setting themselves apart from the others.

This could have jeopardized their chance for advancement.
The quality of food would have been tempting.

Their new location and new culture—and the anonymity that came with that—would
have made it easier to be unfaithful.

1 Miller, 66.

12 Showers, 3.

13 |bid., 5.

14 See Acts 10:9-16

15 Miller, 67.
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e It would have been natural to decide to forsake God and His commandments,
especially since it seemed that He had forsaken them.

How did the king’s men respond to Daniel’s resolution?

¢ He was compelled by God to respond with ‘favor and compassion’ (?) toward Daniel.

o In this context, this can be understood that Ashpenaz had feelings of goodwill
toward the Hebrew children.

0 He shows them ‘sympathy’—which is an outpouring of common grace.

o “Common grace is the grace of God by which he gives people innumerable
blessings that are not part of salvation."1¢

o Since people are created in the image of God (imago dei), they also possess
the God-given ability to show a measure of (non-saving) grace to others.

e “Ashpenaz was not a follower of Yahweh, but he was impressed with Daniel. By
stating that God caused Ashpenaz to have a favorable attitude toward Daniel, the
writer again emphasized the fact that God was in control of the situation. He was
able to direct the hearts of the captors to accomplish his sovereign will.”17

o Proverbs 21:1 says, “The king's heart is a stream of water in the hand of the
Lord; he turns it wherever he will.”

e “He wanted to grant it but could not, for to do so might cost him his head. He feared
that if the four Jewish youths abstained from the king’s fare, they would appear more
unhealthy than the other students when it was time to be examined by the king.”'8

Who is Melzar? What is so confusing about who this is?

e Inverse 11, the KJV names the person to whom Daniel is speaking—Melizar.

® Meltzar is a transliteration of the Hebrew melsdr, which only occurs this one time in the
Old Testament. “The KJV rendered the term as if it were a proper name, but the
presence of the article in the Hebrew makes this unlikely.”1?

e Scholars argue “that this word is an Akkadian or Aramaic loan word for ‘guard.””20

e Sample renderings from different translations:?!

o KJV = “Meltzar”

ESV - “steward”

HCSB - “guard”

NLT — “attendant”

NASB — “overseer”

GW - “supervisor”

0 O O O ©O

16 Common Grace. https://carm.org /dictionary-common-grace. (accessed January 17, 2016).

17 Miller, 68.

18 Showers, 7.

19 Miller, 69.

20 |bid.

21 Bible Gateway. hitps://www.biblegateway.com/passage /2search=dan%201%3A1 1 &version=ESV;GW;HCSB;NLT;NASB
(accessed January 17, 2016).
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What proposition did Daniel make to their supervisor?

I“

e Daniel “proposed that they might be allowed to eat only vegetables and drink water
rather than receive the king’s meat and wine for ten days... “Vegetables”... would
include not only vegetables but fruits, grains, and bread that is made from grains.
Daniel’s diet was similar to many so-called health food diets today.”22

e This is the origin of The Daniel Plan healthy lifestyle program. Their website says:

o “The Daniel Plan is not just another "diet". It's a healthy lifestyle based on the
Old Testament story of Daniel, who rejected the king's rich food in order to
honor God's best for him and his friends...

o “Daniel’s request was not about a diet plan; rather, he understood God
wanted him to live a healthy lifestyle so he could serve God no matter where
he was located. Healthy living requires faith as the foundation, trusting that
God’s way is the best way, while following his prescription for your health.”23

What was the outcome of this proposal?

e “At the end of the ten days the four Jewish youths were more healthy in appearance
than the others. As a result, they were excused from the requirement of eating the
king’s fare.”24

e “Nutritional experts today advocate a diet of mostly fruits and vegetables for
optimum health. It is therefore no surprise that Daniel and his friends looked visibly
healthier after following this menu, even for only ten days.”25

@od’s Blessings on Daniel and His Friends (17-21)

How did God continue to bless Daniel and his friends for their faithfulness?

e He gave them gifts (17).
e He gave them favor in the king’s court (18-20).

e He gave Daniel a long life (21).
O Daniel was still alive when the Persian Empire overthrew the Babylonians.
o He lived to be 85 to 90 years old (ca. 620-535 B.C.).

22 Miller, 69.

23 The Daniel Plan: Daniel’s Story. http://www.danielplan.com/start /about-us /daniels-story /. (accessed January 17,
2016).

24 Showers, 7.

25 Miller, 70.
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Excellence in Exile

FAITHFUL LIVIN® IN A FALLEN WORLD
Daniel 1:1-21

Introduction B

‘When in Rome, do as the Romans do!’
‘What happens in Vegas stays in Vegas!’
Dangers of Travelling (Bahamas Senior Trip)

With anonymity comes enticement,
but with accountability comes discernment.”®

Daniel’'s Dilemma

Read Daniel 1:1-4 VB

! In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came
to Jerusalem and besieged it. ¥D 2 And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with
some of the vessels of the house of God. And he brought them to the land of Shinar, to the house
of his god, and placed the vessels in the treasury of his god. Y8 3 Then the king commanded
Ashpenaz, his chief eunuch, to bring some of the people of Israel, both of the royal family and of
the nobility, Y0 4 youths without blemish, of good appearance and skillful in all wisdom, endowed
with knowledge, understanding learning, and competent to stand in the king's palace, and to teach
them the literature and language of the Chaldeans. 7

Historical Setting
o 605 B.C. — Pharaoh-Necho of Egypt came to fight Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonians
at Carchemish; the Babylonians won establishing Babylonian domination;
o After defeating the Egyptians, Nebuchadnezzar chased them south through Judah.
o At Jerusalem, Nebuchadnezzar heard of his father’s death, so he returned to assume the
throne in Babylon, taking with him the first group of Jewish captives, along with Daniel and
his friends - Dan 1:1-4

Read Daniel 1:5-7 B

5 The king assigned them a daily portion of the food that the king ate, and of the wine that he
drank. They were to be educated for three years, and at the end of that time they were to stand
before the king. ¥® ¢ Among these were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah of the tribe of
Judah. 7 And the chief of the eunuchs gave them names: Daniel he called Belteshazzar, Hananiah
he called Shadrach, Mishael he called Meshach, and Azariah he called Abednego. VB
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e His Current Situation
o Everything is NEW!
=  New names...
=  New culture...
= New temptations...
= New school...
o H.I. Hester explains,

“This kingdom was famous also for the advanced stage of culture and learning which its
people had attained... The people were skilled in astronomy and astrology. They had
libraries and a well-developed literature. They were advanced in the art of making
pottery and in textile work. In such a wealthy, cultured and prosperous kingdom the
captive Jews were to make their home. The new world forced upon them the necessity of
adjustment to new situations and of testing their own faith and ideals. How little and
insignificant was their own poor kingdom back in Judah compared to the extent and
wealth of this kingdom.”

o How would these young men respond?

o  Would they submit to the temptations placed before them?

o Would they give in, excusing themselves due to youth and inexperience?
e APPLICATION

o How would you have reacted if you were in their place?

o Would you think, “‘When in Rome...’2

o How do you react when you find yourself in a new situation? “

Daniel’'s Dedvision
e Read Daniel 1:8-10 Y8

8 But Daniel resolved that he would not defile himself with the king's food, or with the wine that he
drank. Therefore he asked the chief of the eunuchs to allow him not to defile himself. * And God
gave Daniel favor and compassion in the sight of the chief of the eunuchs, ¥ 1° and the chief of
the eunuchs said to Daniel, “l fear my lord the king, who assigned your food and your drink; for
why should he see that you were in worse condition than the youths who are of your own age? So
you would endanger my head with the king.” “0

e Resolved to honor God with his life.
o Daniel made up his mind before he left Israel that he would follow God—no matter
the consequences.
0 The chief eunuch told him that there were two options—it would be either his head or
Daniel’s if he did not eat. Daniel thought to himself, “I'll take option #3!”

e Read Daniel 1:11-13 8

11 Then Daniel said to the steward whom the chief of the eunuchs had assigned over Daniel,
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, 12“Test your servants for ten days; let us be given vegetables to
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eat and water to drink. Y8 13 Then let our appearance and the appearance of the youths who eat
the king's food be observed by you, and deal with your servants according to what you see.” 8

e Negotiated with the Steward
e APPLICATION — WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM DANIEL’S EXAMPLE?
o We must make up our minds before we find ourselves in the middle of difficult
situations.
= Getting up earlier to have more time with the Lord.
= Woaitch the end of the game, or go back to church.
= Spend time praying before bed, or binge watch Netflix.
=  Laugh at an inappropriate joke at work.
= Join my colleagues for happy hour.
= Accept the invitation to spend more time with that person who ‘finds me
fascinating.’
o We will be resolved! 8

Daniel’'s Discipline
e Read Daniel 1:14-17 Y8

14 So he listened to them in this matter, and tested them for ten days. '5 At the end of ten days it
was seen that they were better in appearance and fatter in flesh than all the youths who ate the
king's food. “0 16 So the steward took away their food and the wine they were to drink, and gave

them vegetables.

17 As for these four youths, God gave them learning and skill in all literature and wisdom, and
Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams. ¥0

e Physical Discipline — He was physically excellent.
e Mental Discipline — He was mentally superior.
e Spiritual Discipline — He was spiritually discerning.
e APPLICATION
o How can we accomplish these things?2 DISCIPLINE YD)
o Discipline is something that will affect every aspect of your life—if you are disciplined in
one area then it will positively affect all other areas of your life.
o The inverse is also true! If you struggle to be disciplined in one area of your life, then it

will negatively affect all other areas of your life. V¥

Daniel’s Distinction
e Read Daniel 1:18-21 V0

18 At the end of the time, when the king had commanded that they should be brought in, the chief
of the eunuchs brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar. YD 19 And the king spoke with them, and
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among all of them none was found like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. Therefore they
stood before the king. Y0 20 And in every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the

king inquired of them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters that
were in all his kingdom. 2! And Daniel was there until the first year of King Cyrus. “0

He stood out above all the rest.
o Living a life of excellence will be noticed. You will stand out!
o This does not mean that life will always be easy, as we will find out as this story goes on.
B
Daniel’s distinction is a direct result of God'’s blessings, which is interconnected with his
absolute commitment to Him and to living a disciplined life. 70

gonolusion

Will you commit 2016 to God? Will you resolve to stand for Him?

Will you commit to a disciplined lifestyle today?
o 1 Timothy 4:7-8 say, “7 Have nothing to do with irreverent, silly myths. Rather train
yourself for godliness; & for while bodily training is of some value, godliness is of value in

every way, as it holds promise for the present life and also for the life to come.””®
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II. Nebuochadnezzar's Dream (2:1-45)

The Ciroumstancoes of the Dream (1)
How could Daniel have completed three years of training by Nebuchadnezzar’s second year?

e This is taking place during Nebuchadnezzar’s second year as king.

o Considering that Daniel’s training was three years, it might seem that this would
conflict with the time table describe in this verse.

0 We must remember the difference in the Babylonian and Hebrew systems for
counting the number of years that a leader was in power.!

o “Daniel probably used the Babylonian system which did not count a king’s year of
accession... by Babylonian reckoning Daniel’s second year of training occurred
during what was considered the first year of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign [604-603
B.C.]. Therefore, the king sought interpretation of his dreams in 602 B.C., shortly
after Daniel had completed his three-year education.”?2

o Chart from The NAC: Daniel by Stephen Miller3

.. Y f King’
Years of Training ear ot Ang's Date
Reign

First Accession year From Sept. 605 (the time
Nebuchadnezzar assumed
the throne) to Nisan (Mar-
Apr) 604 B.C.

Second First year Nisan 604-603 s.C.

Third Second year Nisan 603-604 s.C.

e The dreams “disturbed him so much that he could not continue to sleep.”
o The phrase ‘his spirit was troubled,” could also be translated “his spirit was struck.”s
0 “The root [paam] means ‘to strike’ as with a hammer on an anvil or as a bell. It
probably connected with the rapid beat of the heart due to extreme agitation.”®
0 Has this ever happened to you? You experienced a dream so disturbing that you
were unable to go back to sleep? Nebuchadnezzar is ‘freaked out.’

! See page 6, Archaeological Discoveries.

2 Rydelnik, Michael. “Study Notes on Daniel” HCSB Study Bible. (Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2010), 1435.
3 Miller, The NAC: Daniel, 76.

4 Showers, Renald E. The Most High God, 12.

S Miller, 77.

6 Slotki, J.J. Daniel-Ezra-Nehemiah. (London: Soncino, 1978), 8.



The Futility of the Pagan Interpreters (2-13)

Who were all these pagan interpreters? What are the characteristics of each?

Magicians

o The word literally means “engraver, writer, only in a derivative sense of one

o “Strictly speaking, hartom seems to describe persons who wrote with a stylus on
clay tablets, in this case the religious scribes or sacred writers who recorded and
preserved the materials used in the Babylonian religious activities. These wise men
meticulously chronicled, for example, the movements of the heavenly bodies in
order to gain religious wisdom from them.”8

o In our culture today, magicians are seen as people who do ‘tricks’ and entertain
crowds, but in Babylonian culture, “magicians performed serious functions.
Supposedly in touch with the world of the spirits and the gods, these individuals
were the advisers to the king on virtually every matter.”?

Enchanters

o Also translated as ‘astrologers’ (NRSV), ‘conjurers’ (NASB).

o The word literally means “conjurer, necromancer,” and is probably a loan word
from Akkadian (aka Babylonian).'0

o “Thus ‘enchanters’ with their magic spells and incantations were believed to be
able to communicate with the spirit world... With the rise of certain modern
religious movements, communicating with the spirit world through mediums or
channels (called witches and sorcerers in the Bible) is again becoming popular.”!!

Sorcerers

o This word “likely refers to the religious group known from Akkadian texts as
kashshapu.”12

o This is an Akkadian loan word and the Akkadian root “kasapu means ‘to practice
sorcery’ or ‘witchcraft.””13

Chaldeans

o “Sometimes the term is employed in an ethnic sense as a general
designation for the Babylonian people... In Daniel the word is also used in
a restricted sense to delineate a class of priests, astrologers, magicians,
soothsayers or wise men.”'4 Soothsayers is another term for fortune-tellers.

o The word Chaldeans can also be translated as ‘astrologers,” ones who studied the

possessed of occult knowledge, diviner, astrologer, magician.””

movements of stars and planets. They believed that the movement of ‘heavenly
bodies could somehow determine one’s destiny.

7 Brown, Driver & Briggs. Hebrew and English Lexicon of the Old Testament (BDB). (Oxford: Clarendon Press), 355.

8 Miller, 72.
9 Ibid.

10 BDB, 80.
T Miller, 73.

12 Wood, L. A Commentary on Daniel. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1973), 50.

13 Miller, 78.
4 |bid., 79.
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o “Study of the movements of the heavenly bodies was not performed primarily as a
scientific enterprise, but this led the Chaldeans to record carefully the movements of
the moon, stars, planets, and comets, an exercise that did have scientific value.
Whitcomb points out that such accurate were kept that ‘the Babylonian astronomer
Naurimannu (c.a. 500 b.c.) was able to calculate the length of the year at 365 days,
6 hours, 15 minutes, 41 seconds—only 26 minutes and 55 seconds to long!” Although
the individual wise men may have had different duties, the various names given for
these persons probably should not ‘be pressed as to their technical distinctions.””15

What did the king say to these men when he called them?

e He told them that he had a disturbing dream.

How did the Chaldeans, or astrologers, respond?

o “Tell us the dream and we will interpret it for you.”

What happens here with the original text that is important?

e The language switches in the middle of verse 4. Remember, the Book of Daniel is
written in two different languages—Hebrew and Aramaic.

e “Then the Chaldeans said to the king in Aramaic” — Hebrew

e “O king, live forever! Tell your servants the dream, and we will show the
interpretation.” — Aramaic

Why two different languages?

e Aramaic — sections include Daniel’s memoirs, the story of the three Hebrew children,
Nebuchadnezzar’s experiences, and the prophecy of the four kingdoms.
o0  Written in the common language (lingua franca) of the day.
o Chapters 2-7 are written in a language that non-Jews could understand
because it concerns Gentile kings and empires and messages from God to
these Gentile kingdoms.

e Hebrew — written in Hebrew because it was a message to the Hebrew people.

o Chapter 1 tells the story of exiled, Jewish youths who were sent to Babylon
during the final days of the kingdom of Judah.

o Chapters 8-12 are written in Hebrew because they “speak particularly of the
fate of the Jews under tyrannical rulers (Antiochus IV and the eschatological
Antichrist) and would not have been relevant to the Gentile world of Daniel’s
time... Thus Aramaic was reserved for the parts of the book that had universal
appeal or special relevance to the Gentile nations, and Hebrew was
employed for those portions that most concerned the Jews.”16

15 Miller, 79-80.
16 |bid., 48.
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What ridiculous expectation did the king have of the interpreters¢ Why

e He is not just asking his ‘wise men’ to interpret the dream—He is requiring them to tell
him what the dream is too!l He wanted a divine answer—not something that someone
made up that sounds believable.

e |t is safe to say that Nebuchadnezzar probably believed that the statue in the dream
was somehow representative of him or his kingdom.

e He was likely afraid that it represented the fall of his kihngdom, which often happened
when someone near to the king turned on him (i.e. an advisor).

What did the king say would happen to them if they could or could not interpret the dream?

e Verses 5-6

e “Dismemberment of enemies was a practice widespread throughout the ancient
Orient... This was no idle threat by Nebuchadnezzar, whose harsh treatment of King
Zedekiah (2 Kgs 25:7), two Jewish rebels named Ahab and Zedekiah (not King
Zedekiah; Jer 29:22), and Daniel’s three friends (chap. 3) proved that he would have
no qualms about carrying out this cruel threat upon his counselors.”!”

Why would Nebuchadnezzar be so willing to annihilate his wise men?2'8

e Verses7-9

e Their inability to acquire the necessary information to interpret the dream proved that
they were not in touch with the gods as they claimed.

e The king believed that the dream foretold some sort of disaster upon him and his
kingdom. He didn’t want to reveal the secret of his dream to his advisors because
they might be the ones trying to kill him.

What excuse did the ‘wise men’ give the king as to why they could not do what he asked?

e Verses 10-11
e Their excuse was it was humanly impossible to do what he asked!

e Their excuse revealed that they were not really ‘in touch’ with ‘the gods’ like
they advertised themselves to be. In fact, their excuses reveal that they do
not truly believe that there is any way to access ‘the gods.’

How did the king react when the ‘wise men’ failed to interpret the dream?

e Verses 12-13
e “[This was] more than Nebuchadnezzar could tolerate. In a fit of rage he ordered all
the wise men of Babylon to be killed.”1?

17 Miller, 81.
18 |bid., 82.
19 Showers, 19.
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Daniel’s Intervention (14-30)
Who was Arioch? What did Daniel say to him?

e He was the king’s captain, or commander, of the king’s guard.

o “The root of tabbah, ‘guard,” means ‘to slay.” Hence the ‘king’s guard’
consisted of the executioners of the king, and Arioch apparently was the chief
executioner.”20

e He asked for two things: 1) a reason for the ‘urgency’ and 2) for extra time.

0 In most ‘literal’ translations of the Bible, the idea conveyed is that the king’s
decree was ‘urgent,’ or ‘hasty.’

o “The idea that this meant hasty seems to derive from its use in 3:22. The root,
however, denotes harshness or stiffness, so ‘harsh’ here... [is] appropriate.”?!

What was the result of Daniel’s intervention?

e He met with the king to request more time to interpret the dream. It is interesting to
note that he did this before the dream was revealed to him.

e Evidently, Daniel was granted a ‘stay of execution’ from the kill squad.

What was Daniel’s plan of action for discerning the contents and interpretation of the dream?

e He went home and enlisted his fellow countrymen who had remained faithful to God to
have a devoted time of prayer together.

e  “Here is a beautiful picture of four young men, possibly still in their teens, united in
prayer. This was a life-and-death crisis, and they pleaded with God to have mercy
on them and to preserve their lives.”22

How did God respond to their pleas?2 What did Daniel do next?

e “God answered their prayer by revealing the matter to Daniel. Daniel responded by
uttering a great prayer of thanksgiving. In this prayer Daniel emphasized the wisdom,
power and sovereignty of God.”23

o  “When God answered his prayer, Daniel praised and thanked God for his wisdom
and might before he went to see King Nebuchadnezzar.”24

e Read 2:20-23 — He is praising God for...

o Verse 20 — His wisdom and power,

o Verse 21 — that He controls the world and everything in it,

0 Verse 22 — revealing the deep hidden things to someone like him,
0 Verse 23 — and answering their specific request.

20 Miller, 84.

21 |bid., 84-85.

22 |bid., 85.

23 Showers, 14.

24 Deguid and Wegner, “Study Notes on Daniel” ESV Study Bible. (Wheaton: Crossway, 2008), 1589.
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The Dream Revealed (31-35)
What did the king see in his dream?

e A statue that was mighty and
exceedingly bright.
e It was frightening.
e Anatomy of the Statue
o Head - gold
o Chest & Arms — silver
o Middle & Thighs — bronze
o Legs—iron
o Feet —iron and clay
e A stone that was hewn by God that
struck the statue’s feet and broke
them into pieces, destroying the
statue completely. That stone
became a great mountain.

e A strong wind that blew away all

the remnants of the broken statue.

The Interpretation of the Dream (36-45)

Before telling Nebuchadnezzar the interpretation of the dream, what did Daniel articulate?

e “He declared that it was the God of heaven, not the Babylonian gods nor the king
himself, who had made Nebuchadnezzar the top ruler of the then-known world.”25

e “Daniel was determined, however, not to sacrifice the truth of God on the altar of
expediency.”2¢

In general terms, what was the meaning of the dream?

e “Daniel explained the dream as a panorama of four great Gentile empires. Virtually
all scholars agree that the different parts of the statue represent empires or kingdoms,
although there is disagreement concerning their identification.”?”

e ‘It is important to note that in the interpretation Daniel moved progressively from the
top to the bottom of the image. This downward movement represented the passage
of time. Thus, the upper parts of the image portrayed earlier history, and the lower
parts portrayed later history.”28

25 Showers, The Most High God, 17.
26 |bid.

27 Miller, 92-93.

28 Showers, 17.
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e “God tells Daniel this statue represents succeeding kingdoms, each inferior to the
previous one. The rock represents a kingdom which God will set up and which will
never be destroyed.”2?

What was the meaning behind the ‘head of gold’? (37-38)

e Nebuchadnezzar is identified as the “king of kings, to whom the God of heaven has
given the kingdom, the power, and the might, and the glory... the head of gold.”

o “Frequently in Scripture the terms ‘king’ and ‘kingdom’ are employed
interchangeably since the king was considered to be the embodiment of the
kingdom.””30

0 The reference is not merely “to the king as an individual, since it is immediately
stated that another kingdom (not king) will stand in Neb’s place, but to the
empire itself.”3!

o “In a very real sense, however, Nebuchadnezzar was the Neo-Babylonian
Empire, for after his forty-three-year reign the kingdom endured only about
twenty-three years... For sixty-six years (605-539 B.C.) the Neo-Babylonian
Empire ruled the Near East.”32

e  Why did God represent Babylon with gold in the dream?33
o The primary god of Babylon, Marduk (aka Bel), was called the god of gold.
0 The Babylonians used gold extensively in its art and architecture.

What was the meaning behind the ‘chest and arms of silver’? (39a)

e The silver represented the next great kingdom to ascend to dominance on the world
scene—the Medo-Persian Empire—led by King Cyrus in 539 B.C.

o “This empire is symbolized by the silver chest and arms of the great statue, the two
arms conceivably representing the two parts or divisions of the empire. Medo-
Persian dominance continued for approximately 208 years (539-331 B.C.).”34

o “Two distinct peoples, the Medes and the Persians, were united together in
550 B.C. under the same king to form one great power.”35

o  “In ancient times silver signified
money, for silver was the standard
of value and the medium of
exchange. Medo-Persia became
noted for basing its power on
money which was collected through

an extensive tax system.”36

29 Richards, The lllustrated Bible Handbook, 364.

30 Miller, 93.

31 Young, E.J. The Prophecy of Daniel. (Grand Rapids: Eerdman’s, 1949), 73.
32 Miller, 93.

33 Showers, 17-18.

34 Miller, 93.

35 Showers, 18.
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e In what ways were the Medo-Persians inferior to the Babylonians?

0 Not in military strength—they conquered the Babylonians.

0 Not in size—they controlled much more territory than Babylon.

o “Through the portrayal of each subsequent empire as inferior to its
predecessor, Daniel seems to have been suggesting that the sinfulness of the
world would continue to increase until the culmination of history. Certainly the
last phase of the fourth empire, described in detail later in Daniel, reaches the
height of blasphemy, cruelty, and evil. According to Daniel, the world’s
kingdoms are not moving toward utopia but in the opposite direction.”3”

o See chart for overview:

Daniel 2 - God’e Revelation for lerael

Absolute Monarchy

Head of Gold e SRBULOIS o)
252 w/Monarch above aw

MEDO-PERSIA
Breast and Arms

of Silver

| GREECE y
o \ Hellenistic kings had no ;
Belly and Thighs g dynastic or royal right R
\ | \ \ to rule; ruled by force and
of Brass . y personal gifts -

Legs-oflr.or.\ . - [ ol dpmertan o
g / Imperial form of government

Metals increase in strength = Decrease in Character
Metals decrease invalue  \g e of authority and rule

(c) F. DeRuvo/StudyGrowKnow | ) REVIVED ROME (Future)

What was the meaning behind the ‘middle and thighs of bronze’2 (39b)

e The bronze belly and thighs represented the Grecian Empire.
0 “In 332 b.c. the armies of the great conqueror Alexander the Great marched
against the Medo-Persian Empire and defeated it in a series of decisive battles.
The Greek Empire dominated for approximately 185 years (331-146 B.C.) 38

36 Showers, 18.
37 Miller, 94.
38 |bid., 95.
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o “One belly sub-divided into two thighs was an excellent way for God to
portray the Grecian kingdom ahead of time. After Alexander had unified his
kingdom, he died at a young age. His kihngdom was divided among his four
leading generals. However, only two of the divisions played an important role
in history. Those two divisions headquartered in Syria and Egypt.”3?

0 Just as the Medo-Persian Empire was geographically larger than the Babylon-
ian Empire, the Greek Empire was larger still—yet it was still inferior. Why?

= As we discussed earlier (see note 37), the sinfulness of the world
continued to increase as each generation and kingdom passed.

®=  Note the progression of empires in the graphic on page 27. As the
empires increase in strength, they decrease in character of authority
and rule.

= This is still true today... each generation that passes becomes more and
more ensnared by their sin nature.

e  Why did God represent Greece with bronze?

o “The Greeks developed this metal highly and used it extensively in their

implements of war.”40

What was the meaning behind the ‘legs of iron’? (40)

e The ‘legs of iron’ represented the Roman Empire.

o Miller notes, “Five terms are utilized in this verse (“breaks,” “smashes,” “breaks
to pieces,” “crush,” “break”) [from the NIV] to emphasize the tremendous
power this fourth kingdom would exert. Rome ruled the nations with an iron
hand and like a huge iron club shattered all who resisted its will.”4!

0 Woalvoord added, “God’s portrayal of Rome with two legs was very apt, for
the ancient Roman Empire ruled extensive areas of both the western and
eastern divisions of the world. In fact, in 364 A.D. the Roman Empire was
divided politically into two divisions—the Western Roman Empire with Rome as
its capital and the Eastern Roman [or Byzantine] Empire with Constantinople as
its capital.”42

o However, Miller asserts, “Such an identification is not specifically expressed in
the text and seems unlikely. Montgomery argues vigorously that no
interpretative significance should be attached to the fact that the statue has
two legs...”43

e  Why did God represent the Roman Empire with iron2 There were two reasons.#4
0 Rome was known for using iron for its weapons and military.

39 Showers, 18-19.

40 |bid., 19.

41 Miller, 95.

42 Walvoord, John F. Daniel. (Chicago: Moody Press, 1971), 73.
43 Miller, 95-96.

44 Showers, 19.
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o

Iron is a much stronger metal than gold, silver or bronze, so it had the strength
to crush all those. In the same way, the Roman Empire crushed the ancient
world.
= This prophecy was fulfilled when they conquered Greece at the Battle of
Carthage in 146 B.C.
= The Western Roman Empire continued to rule until 395 A.D. (over 500
years). The Eastern Roman [or Byzantine] Empire lasted until 1453 A.D.
(approximately 1600 years).4>

SUMMARY OF THE MEANING OF THE COLOSSUS FOR THE FIRST FOUR KINGDOMS

TRADITIONAL VIEW: AUTHORSHIP BY DANIEL MACCABEAN THESIS: AUTHORSHIP ANONYMOUS
Gold — Babylon Gold — Babylon
Silver — Medo-Persia Silver — Median
Bronze — Greece Bronze — Persia
Iron — Rome Iron — Greece

What was the meaning behind the ‘feet of iron and clay’? (41-43)

e  What are the characteristics of the Fourth Kingdom found in verses 41-432

o

®)
@)
©)

It will be a divided kingdom (41a).

It will be a powerful kingdom as a whole (41b-42a).

Some of the divisions of the empire will be strong, while others will be weak (42b).
The nations represented by the iron and clay toes will make up a singular

empire, but that empire will be fractured and will not remain united (43).

e  What is the meaning of the ten toes? How does this correlate with Scripture?

o

“The number of the statue’s toes would be assumed to be ten since the image
had human form. The vision of chap. 7 confirms the number and identification of
these toes, for scholars are in near unanimous agreement that the four beasts of
chap. 7 represent the same empires as those denoted by the four parts of the
statue. In chap. 7 ten horns grow out of the fourth beast (7:7,24), and this
symbolism corresponds to the ten toes proceeding from the fourth division of the
statue. Daniel 7:24 specifically states that the ten horns that protrude from the
fourth beast represent “ten kings” (i.e., kingdoms or nations), and the ten toes of
the statue may be assumed to signify the same... Thus this final empire will
consist of ten kingdoms (or nations) ruling jointly at the time of Christ’s return.
John the apostle also speaks of this eschatological ten-kingdom confederacy (cf.
Rev 13:1; 17:12).746

45 Miller, 95.
46 Miller, 98-99.
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“In summary, shortly before the second coming of Christ, ten (a literal or symbolic
number) kingdoms (or nations) of unequal strength will unite to form a coalition
that will rise out of the ruins of the ancient Roman Empire. Since Rome is part of
Europe and the activities of that ancient empire centered in Europe, it is
reasonable to assume that this area of the world will play a leading role in this
future regime. In Dan 7 the prophet indicates that from this empire will come the
evil world leader of the last days commonly known as the Antichrist.”47

What was the meaning behind the ‘divinely made stone? (44-45)

e “The key to understanding the passage rests on the interpretation of the rock that fills

the earth. That the rock symbolizes the kingdom of God is specifically declared in the

text (cf. 2:44-45). When the rock is interpreted as representing the kingdom of God,

there is disagreement concerning the nature of the kingdom.”48

(@]

Some scholars believe that the rock represents Christ’s spiritual kingdom in the
hearts of believers that began during His earthly ministry, or First Advent. These
scholars believe the feet and toes to be a further allusion Ancient Rome.

Other scholars believe that the rock represents a kingdom that will be set up in
the future when Christ returns (the Second Advent) and reigns over all the earth.
These scholars believe that the feet and toes represent an earthly empire that
will exist immediately before Christ’s return.

We generally adhere to the second view—the rock is a future kingdom where
Christ will rule and reign on the earth, and the feet and toes refer to the world
powers just before His return, a revived Roman Empire of sorts.4?

e  What are the characteristics of the Fifth Kingdom found in verses 44-452

o

It was established in the ‘time of the kings.” This refers to the coalition of nations
that will be ruling the world just before Christ’s Second Advent.

It has a divine origin. On two occasions (34 & 45), Daniel clarifies that this rock
was not cut from a mountain by human hands, but by God.

It will be eternal. Verse 44 says that it will ‘never be destroyed or conquered.
It will begin when Christ returns (the Second Advent). The most compelling
evidence of this is that when this kingdom is established, “It will crush all these
kingdoms into nothingness, and it will stand forever” (Daniel 2:44b). All the
evidence of the Gentile kingdoms will be blown away by a divine wind (2:35).
It will be triumphant over all the kingdoms of the world (2:44; ‘crush’).

It will certainly come (2:45) and will be ruled by God the Son, not by a human
man. “There is indeed coming a day when ‘the earth will be filled with the
knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea’ (Hab 2:14), for
Messiah’s reign of righteousness will extend to the ends of the earth.”50

47 Miller, 99.
48 |bid., 97.

49 bid., 98-99.
50 |bid., 102.
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What became of the stone after it destroyed the statue? Why is this significant?

The rock (cf. verse 35) became ‘a great mountain that covered the whole earth.’

“The Babylonians called their chief god, Marduk, “The Great Mountain.” They
believed that their gods came from the sacred mountain of the earth—the mountain
they called “the Mountain of the Lands.” The temples of Babylon were intended to be
imitations of mountains. All of this indicates that to the Babylonian way of thinking,
mountains were associated with what is divine. Because of this Babylonian mind set,
God purposely portrayed His future kingdom first as a stone cut out of a mountain
and second as a stone that becomes a great mountain (v. 35). This was His way of
getting Nebuchadnezzar to understand that the fifth kihngdom would be divine rather
than human in origin... But to prevent Nebuchadnezzar from concluding that this divine
kingdom would be set up by Babylonian gods, Daniel made it clear that the God of
heaven would establish.5!

The rock is representative of Jesus Christ.

“Other prophetic portions of the Bible indicated that that King would be the person
who is called the Messiah (Ps. 2:2), the Son of God (Ps. 2:4-12) and the Son of Man
who comes with the clouds of heaven (Dan. 7:13-14)... It can be concluded, then, that
the stone represented both the Kingdom of God and Jesus Christ. Significantly, more
than once the Bible referred to Jesus as the Stone (Mt. 21:33-45; 1 Peter 2:4-8).”52

Nebuochadnezzar's Response (46-49)
What was the king’s response to Daniel’s interpretation of the dream?

He fell down and worshipped Daniel.
He commanded his people to worship Daniel also.

He recognized Daniel’s god as “the greatest of gods, the Lord over kings, a revealer
of mysteries” (2:47). “...he did not recognize God as the only god. The king was still
a polytheist.”33

How did this event change the course of Daniel’s life?

We must not forget that Daniel has just finished his training. Most likely, he has not yet
celebrated his twentieth birthday, and he was made the chief over all the wise men!
And since he was able to interpret the king’s dream, Daniel also became the governor
of the province of Babylon. “Out of all the provinces of the kingdom this would have
been the most important one, for it would have contained the capital city of
Babylon.”54

Daniel did not forget about his friends—Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. He
requested that they be appointed as administrators in the province of Babylon.

51 Showers, 21-22.

52 |bid., 23.
53 |bid., 26.

54 |bid.
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Trust in Trials

Faith in @od to Do the Impossible

Introduction

Last week, we talked about Daniel and his friends being taken captive by the Babylonians.
We talked about “Excellence in Exile: Faithful Living in a Fallen Land.” ¥& We saw how that their
commitment to God and commitment to live according to God’s standard propelled them to the
forefront of the young leaders in Babylon. We watched as God blessed them in amazing ways
because of their commitment to live a disciplined life.

| challenged each of you to make a similar commitment to God as we begin this New Year. |
asked you to make a commitment to stand for God in 2016... to spend time in His Word every
day... to live a life of excellence in every way! And the key to this challenge is that | have to make
up my mind to live by God’s standards before | find myself in a difficult situation. If | am not
resolved in my heart, | will not honor God with my decisions. So let’s get real for just a minute...
what does this look like in your life? It means:

e | won't cheat on the test | forgot to study for.

e | won't let my friend cheat off of me when he forgot to study.

e | will decide how far | will and won’t go before | get in the car with my date.
e | will do what’s right, even if it costs me my job.

e | will not take anything from work, even if | am underpaid.

e | will tell the truth on my time card.

e | will only expense items that are truly business related.
This is what it means to live faithfully in a world that is fallen!

Daniel was blessed because of his decision. Isn’t it easier to live by God’s standards when
everything is going right? What about when the storms come? “8 Will we continue to stand for
God in the midst of trials2 Will we trust Him in the middle of our suffering?

Anytime we think of suffering in the Bible, our minds always go to the Old Testament to the
story of Job. Job was a man who was blessed! In fact, he was so blessed that Satan challenged
God to a bit of a wager. Listen to these verses...

8 Then the Lord asked Satan, “Have you noticed my servant Job?2 He is the finest man in all
the earth. He is blameless—a man of complete integrity. He fears God and stays away
from evil.”
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? Satan replied to the Lord, “Yes, but Job has good reason to fear God. '° You have
always put a wall of protection around him and his home and his property. You have
made him prosper in everything he does. Look how rich he is! ' But reach out and take
away everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your face!” (Job 1:8-11, God'’s
Word Translation)

So how did this story end? Did Job ever curse God when he went through difficulties and
suffering? NO! He trusted God in his trials, and God enabled him to endure. As | mentioned a
few weeks ago:

If your life was perfect, then what would you need God for? ‘&

Read Daniel 2:1-11

2 In the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; his
spirit was troubled, and his sleep left him. ¥D 2 Then the king commanded that the

magicians, the enchanters, the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans be summoned to tell the king
“I

his dreams. So they came in and stood before the king. Y0 3 And the king said to them,
had a dream, and my spirit is troubled to know the dream.”

4 Then the Chaldeans said to the king in Aramaic, “O king, live forever! Tell your servants
the dream, and we will show the interpretation.” “0

> The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, “The word from me is firm: if you do not
make known to me the dream and its interpretation, you shall be torn limb from limb, and
your houses shall be laid in ruins. Y0 ¢ But if you show the dream and its interpretation, you
shall receive from me gifts and rewards and great honor. Therefore show me the dream
and its interpretation.” 0

7 They answered a second time and said, “Let the king tell his servants the dream, and we
will show its interpretation.” 8

8 The king answered and said, “I know with certainty that you are trying to gain time,
because you see that the word from me is firm— ?if you do not make the dream known to
me, there is but one sentence for you. YU You have agreed to speak lying and corrupt
words before me till the times change. Therefore tell me the dream, and | shall know that
you can show me its interpretation.” 0

10The Chaldeans answered the king and said, “There is not a man on earth who can meet
the king's demand, for no great and powerful king has asked such a thing of any magician
or enchanter or Chaldean. YD 17 The thing that the king asks is difficult, and no one can
show it to the king except the gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh.” “®
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Ridioulous Expectation
e The king’s ultimatum was ridiculous!
o He is not just asking his ‘wise men’ to interpret the dream—~He is requiring them to

tell him what the dream is tool
o Verses 5-6 from God’s Word:

> But the king said to the astrologers, “| am serious about this. If you don'’t tell me
what my dream was and what it means, you will be torn limb from limb, and your
houses will be turned into heaps of rubble! ¢ But if you tell me what | dreamed and
what the dream means, | will give you many wonderful gifts and honors. Just tell
me the dream and what it means!”

e  Why would the king insist on something so ridiculous?
0 He wanted a divine answer—not something that someone made up that sounds
believable.
®= Have you ever tried to interpret a dream for someone?
= | promise you that if you tell me the contents of one of your dreams, | can
tell you what it means! Balderdash!
0 We find out later in the chapter what the dream is.
= |t is safe to say that Nebuchadnezzar probably believed that the statue in
the dream was somehow representative of him or his kingdom. 7
=  He was likely afraid that it represented the fall of his kingdom, which often
happened when someone near to the king turned on him (i.e. an advisor).
= He didn’t want to reveal the secret of his dream to his advisors because
they might be the ones trying to kill him. This is why he does not hesitate to
threaten to kill them if they could not interpret the dream.
o Verses 8-9 (GW)

8 The king replied, “l know what you are doing! You're stalling for time because
you know | am serious when | say, ? ‘If you don’t tell me the dream, you are
doomed.” So you have conspired to tell me lies, hoping | will change my mind. But
tell me the dream, and then I'll know that you can tell me what it means.” “

e Application
o Have you ever found yourself facing an ultimatum that just seems ridiculous?
0 Have you ever had a boss or a teacher who had such high expectations that
no mere human could ever meet them?
o | believe that it is important for us to realize that these things are not a surprise to
God. In fact, God is allowing this to happen to you for a reason! ¥
o Don't ask, ‘Why?' Instead ask, ‘What next?’
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Reasonable Exouse

10The astrologers replied to the king, “No one on earth can tell the king his dream! And no
king, however great and powerful, has ever asked such a thing of any magician,
enchanter, or astrologer! 1! The king’s demand is impossible. No one except the gods can
tell you your dream, and they do not live here among people.”

e To whom was the king making this demand?
o Verse 2a — “Then the king commanded that the magicians, the enchanters, the
sorcerers, and the Chaldeans be summoned to tell the king his dreams.”
o The word Chaldeans, in verse 2 and verse 10, can also be translated as
‘astrologers.’
= Sometimes this word is used in an ethnic sense as a general
designation for the Babylonian people.
= Other times this word is used in a restrictive sense to describe a class of
priests, astrologers, magicians, fortune-teller or wise men.
e Their excuse was reasonable! V0
e Their excuse was revealing!
o They revealed that they were not really ‘in touch’ with ‘the gods’ like they
advertised themselves to be.
0 In fact, their excuses reveal that they do not truly believe that there is
any way to access ‘the gods.’
e Application
O Astrology is still prevalent today. Tarot cards, horoscopes and psychic
readings are all very popular.
0 Something you need to know... they are all a hoax!
o There is no divine power in these things.

Request for Extra Time

12The king was furious when he heard this, and he ordered that all the wise men of
Babylon be executed. 13 And because of the king’s decree, men were sent to find and kill
Daniel and his friends.

14 When Arioch, the commander of the king’s guard, came to kill them, Daniel handled the
situation with wisdom and discretion. 15 He asked Arioch, “Why has the king issued such a
harsh decree?” So Arioch told him all that had happened. Y& 16 Daniel went at once to see
the king and requested more fime to tell the king what the dream meant.

e As soon as Daniel heard about the king's decree to kill all the wise men of Babylon, he
formed a plan of action.
O He listened to Arioch as he explained what happened.
0 He went to the king fo request more time to interpret the dream.
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e Evidently, Daniel’s request for more time was granted.

e Application
o Daniel believed that Yahweh could reveal the dream and its interpretation to him.
0 So what did Daniel do next?

Ridioulous Expectation?!?

17 Then Daniel went home and told his friends Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah what had
happened. Y% 18 He urged them to ask the God of heaven to show them his mercy by
telling them the secret, so they would not be executed along with the other wise men of
Babylon. 1? That night the secret was revealed to Daniel in a vision. Then Daniel praised
the God of heaven.

e  Was Daniel arrogant to claim that God would reveal the dream?
0 Was he demanding of God?
0 Was he just lucky that God agreed?
o Why was he so confident that God would answer2 TRUST /)
¢ How do you define ‘trust’? (Holman Bible Dictionary, 469)
o “Standing firm in one’s convictions.”
o *“...to trust His word that He alone was God and to commit one’s life to His
promises for the present and the future.” ¥
e  What was Daniel’s motivation for interpreting the dream?
o The obvious answer is ‘to save his own skin.’
o But I think the real answer can be found in verse 19.
= “That night the secret was revealed to Daniel in a vision. Then Daniel
praised the God of heaven.”
= |t was Daniel’s desire to bring honor and glory to God.
"  When our heart is right, God answers prayer. 70
=  Hebrews 10:19, 22 says,

“19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places
by the blood of Jesus... 22let us draw near with a true heart in full
assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil

conscience...”

¢  What did Daniel do to understand the dream?
o Picture this...
=  Daniel (approx 16 years old) went home to his three friends (16-21 years
old) and asked them to pray. 8
=  Four teenagers having the prayer meeting of their life.
=  God revealed the dream to Daniel and he praised God.
o Daniel and his friends experienced revivall
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= Almost every spiritual awakening in modern history has started among
students and usually on campuses rather than church buildings.
= Charles Finney recognized the essential elements for revival: corporate
prayer and repentance.
e Application
0 Woas it a ridiculous for Daniel to expect God to answer his prayer? Why do we
struggle with ‘expectant prayer’2 7
o Mark 11:22-26

22 Jesus said to them, “Have faith in God! 23| can guarantee this truth: This is what
will be done for someone who doesn’t doubt but believes what he says will
happen: He can say to this mountain, ‘Be uprooted and thrown into the sea,” and it
will be done for him. 24 That’s why | tell you to have faith that you have already
received whatever you pray for, and it will be yours. 25> Whenever you pray,
forgive anything you have against anyone. Then your Father in heaven will forgive
your failures.”

Conolusion
e Do we really trust Jesus when we experience trials in life?

e When trouble comes our way, is our first instinct to run home to our family /friends to
pray—asking God to reveal Himself to us?
e | don’t know what you are facing today, but God wants you...
o To entrust it to him in prayer.
o To share it with your family /friends. “
o To pray together with others—believing He will answer.
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IIl. The Trial of the Three Hebrews (3:1-30)

“No specific time is given for this incident... Yet the position of the chapter in the book, the

probability that the king received the idea for the image from the dream in chap. 2, and the

likelihood that the image was constructed to test the loyalty of the king’s officials to his new

administration all appear to support a time nearer the beginning of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign.
The episode did not occur before his second year (603-602 B.C.), however, for it was not until
then that Daniel interpreted the dream (cf. 2:1) with the subsequent appointment of the

Hebrew young men to their positions as officials “over the affairs of the province of Babylon”
(3:12; cf. 2:49)."

Where was Daniel when all this happened?

e According to Daniel 2:48-49, King Nebuchadnezzar appointed Daniel as the ruler

over the whole province of Babylon. However, Daniel requested that the king appoint

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego to be over the province of Babylon.

e |t seems that Daniel was asking this of the king so that he would not have that duty;

thus, he would be able to remain in the palace as a part of the king’s court.

e “With the king and other important officials absent, someone was needed to govern in

the city. Thus Daniel was unable to leave Babylon and travel to the plain of Dura for

this event. His absence may also have been due to other factors, but it is certain that

Daniel would never have bowed to the image.”?

The Ocoasion (1-7)

What were the circumstances surrounding the events of this chapter?

e King Nebuchadnezzar erected a 90 foot tall golden image in the Plain of Dura.

“The best explanation is that... the “ninety feet” includes the height of a base
upon which the image rested. Such a proposal seems reasonable since a
foundation of some kind would have been needed to support the massive
structure. As much as thirty or forty feet of the height may have been taken up
by the base, producing measurements more proportional to a human figure.”3
“Nebuchadnezzar probably built this image to represent the world power that
he had built and to honor the Babylonian gods whom he thought had given him
his power. No doubt he got the idea for his image from the image in the
dream of chapter 2. However, whereas only the head of the image in the
dream was made of gold, Nebuchadnezzar had this image made entirely of
gold. This was an expression of rebellion against God’s revelation.”4
Essentially, Nebuchadnezzar was proclaiming that his kingdom would rule the
earth forever, no matter what Daniel prophesied from the Lord.

O
O
o]
T Miller, 107-108.
2 |bid., 108.
3 Miller, 110.

4 Showers, 30.



o0 “Large statues constructed by kings of ancient times were not uncommon.”>
=  Examples include...
= The Great Sphinx in Egypt
= Statues of pharaohs in Egypt (i.e. Rameses Il)
= Statue of Zeus in Greece
Government officials were summoned to this spot for the dedication of the statue.

o Seven different classes of government officials are listed in verse 2, and it can
be assumed they are listed in order of importance. These officials include:®

= Satraps — (“princes” in KJV); rulers over large divisions of the empire;

= Prefects — (“governors” in KJV); high ranking officials directly
responsible to the satraps;

= Governors (“captains” in KJV); administrators of smaller regions,
districts or provinces;

= Counselors — (“judges” in KJV); (“advisors” in NIV);

=  Treasurers

= Justices — (“counselors” in KJV); (“judges” in NIV);

= Magistrates — (“sheriffs” in KJV);

= Other dignitaries were also present and referred to as “all the officials
of the province.”

o “All of these government officials were brought out to the plain of Dura, where
their loyalty was to be demonstrated to the king by bowing before the
colossus.””

o It is important to remember here that when Nebuchadnezzar had his first
dream, it is likely that he believed some of his government officials were
plotting to topple him and end his reign in the empire. This is an opportunity to
test the loyalty of each official.

Once the officials gathered, what was the proclamation from the king?

In Daniel 3:4-5, the Bible says,

4 And the herald proclaimed aloud, “You are commanded, O peoples, nations, and
languages, ° that when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp,
bagpipe, and every kind of music, you are to fall down and worship the golden
image that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up.” (ESV)

It is interesting to note that “Verse 4 indicates that many different nationalities

(“peoples, nations and men of every language”) were present. This reflects

Nebuchadnezzar’s policy of appointing native rulers to govern the provinces.”8
o This is the reason that Aramaic was used for this portion of Scripture.

5 Miller, 109.
¢ lbid., 111-1
7 Ibid., 112,
8 |bid., 113.

12.
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e At the sound of all the musical instruments being played, all of the government officials
were to bow down and worship the statue of gold.

o There are many musical instruments listed here; however, verse 7 seems to
indicate that this was just a partial list and that many other instruments were
used as well.

o The Aramaic word used here for worship “denotes worship of deity... Though
their loyalty was being tested, it is clear that these persons were actually
being required to worship this image (cf. 28), something that no God-honoring
Jew could do.”?

What were the consequences of disobeying this command?

e “Refusal to worship would be regarded as treason and would bring immediate
punishment—death in a furnace of blazing fire. The kings of Babylon were noted for
roasting alive people who disobeyed their commands (Jer. 29:22).”10

¢  Why would Nebuchadnezzar choose this as a punishment?

o “Nebuchadnezzar probably chose this means of punishment not only because it
was a horrifying way to die but because it was convenient. A huge kiln would
necessarily have been available to smelt metal for the gold plating and for
manufacturing the bricks to construct the base and possibly the inner parts of
the statue itself.”!!

O Archer describes the structure “to be like an
old-fashioned glass milk bottle in shape, with a
large opening for the insertion of the ore to be
smelted and a smaller aperture at ground level
for the admission of wood and charcoal to
furnish the heat.”12

o The “temperature in these kilns could reach as

high as 1000 degrees centigrade (i.e. about
1800 degrees Fahrenheit).”13

What happened when the musicians played?

e According to verse 7, “all the
peoples, nations, and languages
fell down and worshiped the
golden image that King
Nebuchadnezzar had set up.”

e However, verses 8-12 explain that there were three exceptions. Three stood alone!

? Miller, 115.
10 Showers, 30.
11 Miller, 115.

12 Archer, G.L. “Daniel” Expositor’s Bible Commentary. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1985), 56.
13 Miller, 115.
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The Accusation (8-12)

Who accused the three Hebrews of disobeying the king’s command? (8)

e Verse 8 says that “certain Chaldeans came
forward and maliciously accused the Jews.”

e  Why did they have to accuse them?2 Why
was it not obvious? (Like this picture portrays)

o “In so vast a crowd the king evidently
could not see that three men were
left standing, so certain individuals
came to the king and reported the
fact... In all likelihood “astrologers”

is correct, and the accusation reflects jealousy on the part of certain wise men.”14
o “Daniel and his three friends had received leadership positions in this group,

and some of the native Babylonian astrologers resented it. At the first

opportunity they attempted to rid themselves of these foreign intruders.”13

What were the charges that were brought against the three Hebrews?

e The astrologers addressed the king in a respectful manner (9).
e Before stating the charges against them, the astrologers reminded the king of his
decree to worship the golden image and to punish any who did not comply (10-11).
e  When they finally state the charges against the three Hebrews, they reminded the
king that he was the one who put them in positions of authority (12a). This seems to be
“a veiled assault on the king’s judgment—Nebuchadnezzar had made a mistake in
assigning these foreigners positions over native Babylonians.”1¢
e The charges were:
o They did not pay attention to the king’s commands.
o They did not serve the gods of Babylon.
o They did not worship the golden image that the king himself set up.

The Inquisition (13-18)

What was Nebuchadnezzar’s reaction to this accusation?

e He reacted ‘with fury’ and ‘with rage.’
o “These two words for a hendiadys [a figure in which a complex idea is
expressed by two words connected by a conjunction] and give the sense of
‘extreme danger.” Beside himself with rage, the Babylonian despot
immediately had the three Jews brought before him.”1”
0 Inlocal vernacular, ‘He was so mad he couldn’t see straight!’

14 Miller, 116.
15 Ibid.

16 |bid., 117.
17 |bid.
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e  When he confronted the Jews, he questioned them. The tone of the question almost
seems as if he is in disbelief.

e ‘Isit really true? Did you actually refuse to bow down to the image | set up?’
What options were the three Hebrews given by the king?

e The king gave them a second chance to ‘do the right thing’ as he saw it.

e They had two options:
0 Bow down and worship the image when the musicians played.
o Do not bow down and be thrown into the fiery furnace.

In what way did Nebuchadnezzar make an inadvertent challenge toward God?

e Inverse 15, he asked, “And who is the god who will deliver you out of my hands?2”

e He said, “Who is the god who will deliver you out of my hands?” Do you remember
the meaning of Meshach's name? What about his Jewish name—Mishael?

o Meshach means 'who is what Aku is.'
o Mishael means ' who is what Yahweh is.'

e “Nebuchadnezzar boasted of the certainty of the Gentile punishment which would be
administered—the furnace would be so hot that no god would be able to deliver
them. Without realizing it, through that boast the king had afforded the God of
heaven a splendid opportunity to display His sovereign power.”18

How did Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego respond to the king? (16-18)

e They were unwavering in their stance.

o “The young men responded that they did not need to present a defense (lit.,
“return [an answer]”) to the king concerning this decision (v. 16). No apology
was to be given for their stand. This was not a “proud reply”... it was a “firm”
reply. Their minds were made up.”1?

o0 “Realizing that this pagan king could never comprehend the reason for their
stand, Daniel’s friends gave up all attempts to justify their disobedience to the
king. Instead, they simply entrusted themselves to God.”20

o They were unyielding in their faith.
“Here is a pertinent lesson for believers today. Does God have all power? Yes. Is
God able to deliver believers from all problems and trials?2 Yes. But does God
deliver believers from all trials?2 No. God may allow trials to come into the lives of his
people to build character or for a number of other reasons (Rom 5). The purpose for
trials may not always be understood, but God simply asks that his children trust him—
even when it is not easy.”?!

18 Showers, 32.

19 Miller, 119.
20 Showers, 33.
21 Miller, 120.
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e They were unrivaled in their courage.
“Some of the most courageous words ever spoken are recorded in v. 18. Christ told
his followers: “Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul.
Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell” (Matt
10:28)... Even if they had to suffer a horrible, painful death in a burning oven, these
three young men refused to forsake their God and worship idols.”22

The Sentence (19-23)

How did Nebuchadnezzar react to their continued stand?

e His facial expression changed.

o This phrase is “literally ‘the image of his face was changed,’ referring to the
king’s facial expression. His countenance became harsh...”**

e He ordered the furnace to be made 7 times hotter than normal.

o This could be a proverbial expression such as is found in the book of Proverbs.

o Proverbs 24:15-16
Lie not in wait as a wicked man against the dwelling of the righteous;

do no violence to his home;
for the righteous falls seven times and rises again,
but the wicked stumble in times of calamity.

o Proverbs 26:16
The sluggard is wiser in his own eyes

than seven men who can answer sensibly.

o This could be “an idiomatic way of saying ‘as hot as possible,’ ... Thus the
expression signifies that the furnace was heated to maximum intensity.”**

e He had them bound—while still wearing
their clothes—and thrown into the furnace.

o Their clothing was left on them
because it “would have rapidly
caught fire and engulfed the three in
flames, a horrifying spectacle.”?

o The guards bound them “to prevent
any possibility of escape or
rescue.”?®

o “Probably the choice of men of
strength was also intended to
forestall any intervention, either of
human or of Divine power.”?’

22 Miller, 120.
23 |bid., 121.
24 |bid.

25 |bid., 122.
26 Showers, 33.
27 Young, 92.

43



e He acted with harshness and impatience.

o

“[T]he soldiers were forced to carry out the command so hurriedly that
they did not have time to protect themselves from the fire. When they
threw the victims into the furnace, the extreme heat (or a shift in wind
direction) killed them.”?®

The Deliverance (24-27)
What did the Babylonians see in the fire?

e “Nebuchadnezzar was prepared to watch Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego

disintegrate in the flames, but he was not prepared for what he saw.”2?

e Verse 24 says that the king “was astonished and rose up in haste.”
¢  What was it that startled Nebuchadnezzar?30

o

@)
®)
@)
©)

There were four persons in the furnace, not three.

The people in the furnace were no longer bound.

All four of the people were walking around in the furnace.
None of them seemed to be hurt in any way.

The fourth person looked like “a son of the gods.”

Who was the fourth person in the fire?

e According to Showers, it was his conviction that “the fourth person in the fiery furnace

was the Son of God, Jesus Christ, in a preincarnate appearance, sent by God to

deliver miraculously His three faithful saints.”3!

e Miller concurs, “Most likely the fourth man in the fire was the angel of the Lord, God
himself in the person of his Son Jesus Christ... It is certainly true that when believers go

through fiery trials Christ is with them.”32

e Nebuchadnezzar then recognized Yahweh as “the Most High God.” This designation,
however, was well within the scope of pagan, polytheistic religious concepts, for the

king merely considered Yahweh the great God... among many.”33

The Result (28-30)

What did Nebuchadnezzar do as a result of this experience?

e He called the Hebrew men to come out of the furnace.
e He acknowledged God as “the Most High God.”

e He blessed the Hebrews and recognized Who had delivered them.

28 Miller, 122.
29 Miller, 122.
30 Showers, 35.
31 |bid.

32 Miller, 124.
33 |bid.
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He made a decree that no one speak against the God of the Hebrews.

He promoted the three Hebrews in the province of Babylon.

What were the evidences of God’s miraculous power? 34

No one was burned
No hair was singed
No clothing was scorched

No smell of smoke.

What was the ultimate purpose of this miraculous deliverance?

“Babylon had defeated Judah in battle, and pagans commonly held that victory over
another nation was proof that their god was greater than the deity of the conquered
foe. Yahweh wanted to dispel any such notion. Through this miracle and others
recorded in the book, Yahweh made it clear to Nebuchadnezzar (who blatantly
challenged Yahweh’s power by his actions in this incident) and to all the world that
Judah’s defeat was not because their God did not exist or was anemic.”33

“God also desired that through the witness of this incident, many persons (both Jews
and Gentiles) of Daniel’s generation and those to follow would turn to him in faith for
salvation.”36

34 Showers, 35-36.
35 Miller, 125-126.

36 |bid., 126.
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Standing in Solidarity

Standing for @od No Mafter the Consequences

Daniel 3:1-30

Introduction
Five Elements of a Story

A story has five basic but important elements. These five components are:

the characters,
the setting,
the plot,

the conflict,

and the resolution.

These essential elements keep the story running smoothly and allow the action to develop

in a logical way that the reader can follow.

The

The

The

OUharacoters

KING NEBUCHADNEZZAR

GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS

PEOPLE OF THE EMPIRE

CHALDEANS (ASTROLOGERS)
SHADRACH, MESHACH, AND ABEDNEGO

Setting
The Dream (2:31-34)
The Interpretation - will be discussed in the evening service
The King's Humble Response (2:46-47)
The King's Expanding Ego (2:37-38 and 3:1)

Plot — Gonspiraocy against the Hebrews

Read Daniel 3:8-12

Why would these 'Chaldeans'--or astrologers-- want to have these young men killed?
o They were different than everybody else--better even! (1:19-20)
o Rapid advancement in the government - (2:48-49)
o Anti-Semitism has existed for thousands of years!
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e Read Daniel 3:13-15
e How did Nebuchadnezzar respond?
o He was angry, but willing to give them a second chance.
o He said, “Who is the god who will deliver you out of my hands?” Do you
remember the meaning of Meshach's name? What about his Jewish name—
Mishael?
=  Meshach means 'who is what Aku is.'
=  Mishael means ' who is what Yahweh is.'

The Gonflict — Refusal to Bow Down to the Statue
e Resolve of the Hebrew Children - Daniel 3:16-18
o They had no need to answer because their decision was unwavering.
o They believed that God would deliver them from his hands, but if God chose
not to, they still would not comply with his command.
e Rage of King Nebuchadnezzar - Daniel 3:19-23
o This infuriated the king!
o How did he react?
= His facial expression changed.
= He ordered the furnace to be made 7 times hotter than normal.
= He had them bound so the guards would be able to execute the
punishment.
= He acted with harshness and impatience.
o His actions (reactions) resulted in the deaths of some of his bravest soldiers.
e Rescue of the Hebrew children - Daniel 3:24-25
o They were thrown in and fell down.
= "The same word used in v. 6 (see note) to indicate an act of worship.
The three Hebrew youths “fall” into the fire because they would not
“fall” before the image" (Faithlife Study Bible notes).
= |s it possible that they fell because they saw the Lord in the furnace
and wanted to 'fall' down and worship Him?
o Bound going in, unbound and walking around inside.
o Others were killed because they got too close, but they didn't even smell like
smoke!
o They encountered the Lord in the midst of their trial, and he protected them!

The Resolution — Risk/Reward
e Read Daniel 3:26-30
e |t does not matter whether God delivers us out from under our circumstances. All that
matters is that we STAND!
o Stand together in solidarity...
o Stand for what is right...
o Stand no matter the consequences...
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IV.Nebuchadnezzar’'s Second Dream & God’s Judgment (4:1-37)

In Daniel 4, we find Nebuchadnezzar’s second dream and his third encounter with Jehovah

God. The timeframe for this event is not written explicitly in the text, but the events described

here in chapter four describe a time toward the end of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign. Stephen
Miller notes...!
e Nebuchadnezzar’s building operations seem to be concluded (4:30).
e There was peace throughout the Babylonian Empire (4:4).
e The seven-year illness that Nebuchadnezzar experienced (4:29) was right at the end
of his life and started a year after his second dream.
e In summary, it is likely that about 30 years has passed since the events of chapter

three, meaning that Daniel is now approximately 50 years old.

This chapter is unique from the rest of Scripture. G.L. Archer observes that this “is the only

chapter in Scripture composed under the authority of a pagan.”? Miller points out that chapter

four “is

written from Nebuchadnezzar’s viewpoint... [and] is the king’s testimony of Yahweh'’s

operation in his life.”3 And Showers explains that there are two reasons for us to recognize that

chapter four are the words of Nebuchadnezzar. He writes, “First, the literary style of chapter

four resembles the style of Nebuchadnezzar’s ancient inscriptions. Second, the character of the

king revealed in this chapter agrees with ancient descriptions of this man.”4

This chapter is written as a letter from the ruler of the Babylonian Empire to all the people
“that dwell in all the earth.”

The King’s Prooclamation (1-3)
What is the purpose of this letter?

“After the events recorded in this chapter had taken place, Nebuchadnezzar had a
royal proclamation about them circulated. He did this in order to teach all his people
the lesson which God had taught him—the fact that the Most High God has a kingdom
that is sovereign over man and will last forever in contrast to man’s kingdoms.”>

“The purpose of this letter is set forth in v. 2, namely, to tell of the greatness and
power of the ‘Most High God’ (the God of Israel) that had been exhibited in
Nebuchadnezzar’s life. Emphasis is placed on God’s ‘miraculous signs and wonders’
by the word order, the terms being positioned first in the Aramaic.”®

! Miller, 127-

2 Archer, 58.
3 Miller, 128.

128.

4 Showers, 39.

5 Ibid.
6 Miller, 129.



e “At last Nebuchadnezzar had come to realize that Yahweh (‘the Most High God’), not
himself or the gods of Babylon, was sovereign.””

e “The king was now an old man and must have been acutely aware that soon death
would bring an end to his life and thereby to his reign. Yet he acknowledged that
Yahweh's kingdom is ‘eternal’ and ‘endures from generation to generation.”8

The King’s Dream (4-18)
What was happening when the king had this dream? (4-5)

e The king was 'at ease' and 'prospering' in his palace.
o 'at ease' gives the ideas of contentment and security.
o 'prosperous' refers to something that is luxuriant or flourishing.?

e "The king was experiencing peace and prosperity on every hand. His opposition
(including the Egyptians) had been subdued, and there was no serious threat to his
authority."10

e The state of prosperity and contentment was interrupted by the visions/dreams that he
was experiencing. In fact, he was terrified of what he saw.

Who did Nebuchadnezzar initially call upon to interpret the dream? (6-7)

e He called all the wise men of Babylon, but none could explain the dream to the king.

e "No explanation is offered for his late arrival, but Daniel may have deliberately
delayed his coming in order to give the pagan wise men an opportunity to prove their
inability before Yahweh again demonstrated his reality and power.

e "It might also have been that Daniel, as leader of the wise men, only considered
matters the others could not manage."!!

Why was the king confident that Daniel would be able to interpret the dream? (8-9)

e The king recognized that 'the spirit of the holy gods' was in him.

o Showers explains, "Nebuchadnezzar realized that only a supernatural being
could interpret this dream, and Daniel had demonstrated before that he had
contact with such a being."!2

e  What is significant about the fact that Daniel is referred to here by his Babylonian
name—-Belteshazzar?

o Nebuchadnezzar's understanding of Daniel's giftedness is skewed. In verse 8,
he said, "At last Daniel came in before me—he who was named Belteshazzar
after the name of my god, and in whom is the spirit of the holy gods..."

7 Miller, 129.

8 |bid.

9 Ibid., 130.

10 |bid.

" Ibid., 131.
12 Showers, 41.
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"Another noteworthy fact is that after thirty years Daniel was still 'chief' of the king's
counselors ('magicians'), which evidences that he must have performed his duties
admirably."13

In what way was his confidence misplaced?

"Daniel was addressed by his Babylonian name, Belteshazzar, which may have been
the only name most people in Babylon knew... Nebuchadnezzar declared that Daniel
was 'called Belteshazzar, after the name of my god,' indicating that the name of a dity
was either implied or more likely... an abbreviated form that originally included the
name of a Babylonian god, probably Marduk."14

"Nebuchadnezzar was convinced that the gods spoke through his faithful counselor.
Daniel's qualification for interpreting dreams was that God dwelt within him, and this is
the prerequisite for spiritual understanding today."15

What did the king dream? What things were in his dream? (10-17)

A large tree that was visible to the whole earth.

The tree provided beauty, shade, food and shelter.

The tree was cut down by a holy messenger from heaven.

The tree was stripped bare and provided nothing for humans or animals alike.

The stump of the tree was left visible, and bound with iron and bronze.

In verse 15b, the analogy changes from a tree to a man with the mind of an animal.

The man will live in the fields and eat grass with the animals for seven years.

After sharing his dream, what did Nebuchadnezzar request of Daniel2 (18)

He asked Daniel to explain the interpretation of the dream to him.

The Interpretation of the Dream (19-27)
Why did Daniel hesitate to tell Nebuchadnezzar the meaning of the dream? (19)

“Daniel was visibly shaken when he heard the dream, so much so that the king
attempted to comfort the prophet by telling him not to let the dream or its meaning
alarm him.”1¢

“As Daniel became aware of the meaning of the dream, he was shocked and greatly
perplexed. He did not want to tell the bad meaning of the dream to the king, but
Nebuchadnezzar insisted. Daniel expressed the wish that the tragedy portrayed by
the dream would fall upon the king’s enemies instead of upon the king.”!”

13 Miller, 132.

4 |bid., 131.
15 Ibid.
16 |bid., 136.

17 Showers, 42.
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What was the meaning behind the tree that ‘was visible to the end of the whole earth’? (20-22)

e The tree was representative of Nebuchadnezzar and the Kingdom of Babylon (22).

o Daniel “explained that the great tree represented Nebuchadnezzar and his
vast kingdom, which had afforded prosperity (‘abundant fruit’ and ‘food’) and
protection (‘shelter’) to all the peoples of the earth.”!8

e This analogy of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign was appropriate because:

o “First, in several of his inscriptions Nebuchadnezzar had boasted about the
peaceful shelter and abundance of food that he had provided for his subjects
through Babylon. Indeed, in these boasts he used language descriptive of a
tree when referring to his rule through Babylon.”!?

o “Second, as a result of military campaigns that took him several times through
the forests of Lebanon, Nebuchadnezzar became greatly captivated by the
huge cedar trees of that land... [Based on his inscriptions,] One gets the
impression that the king exalted in the fact that he could cut down such a
towering giant of strength.”20

What was the meaning behind the second half of the dream? (23-25)

e Daniel explained that the watcher conveyed a ‘decree of the Most High,” and that
decree was against the king (24).

e “This king who delighted in cutting down trees would himself be cut down. Daniel
indicated that the cutting down and destruction of the tree in the dream symbolized
the fact that God would remove Nebuchadnezzar from his office of king.”?!

¢ “Nebuchadnezzar is specifically named as the person who would behave like an
animal. The king would ‘be driven away from people’ because of his strange
behavior and... would live outside in the fields among grazing animals, particularly
cattle (‘eat grass like cattle’).”22

e “At night Nebuchadnezzar would not
come inside like a man but would remain
in the open field. Consequently in the
mornings he would be ‘drenched with the
dew of heaven.””23 This is symptomatic of
the mental disorder called lychanthropy—
“a form of madness involving the delusion
of being an animal... with corresponding

altered behavior.”24

William Blake Nebuchadnezzar

18 Miller, 137.
19 Showers, 43.
20 |bid.

2 |bid., 44.

22 Miller, 137.
23 |bid.
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e “Although this insanity causes a person to act like a wild beast, the victim still retains
an inner consciousness. This would explain the king’s ability to change his attitude
while suffering this madness.”25

e Daniel explained that this “insane behavior would continue for seven years (‘seven
times’) until the king repented of his pride and acknowledged (‘comes to know’) that
the Most High God is sovereign.”2¢

What was the meaning behind the ‘stump of the roots of the tree’ being left? (26)

e In verse 26, the NLT says, “Since | said that the stump and the tree’s roots were to be
left, your kingdom will be restored to you as soon as you realize that heaven rules.”

e This meant that Nebuchadnezzar would be restored once he repented and
acknowledged that Yahweh is sovereign over everything.

What did Daniel encourage the king to do in response to this dream? (27)

e In verse 27, the NLT says, “That is why, Your Majesty, my best advice is that you stop
sinning, and do what is right. Stop committing the same errors, and have pity on the
poor. Maybe you can prolong your prosperity.”

¢ Had Nebuchadnezzar repented and acknowledged Yahweh as sovereign, God would
have relented and not carried out this punishment (e.g. Jonah 3:10).

The Fulfillment of the Dream (28-36)
When did all this happen to Nebuchadnezzar? (28-29) Why did it not happen immediately?

e According to these verses, the punishments stipulated in this dream were not carried
out until twelve months later.

® “In his mercy God had graciously allowed Nebuchadnezzar a full year to repent of his
sins, but he had not done so. Now a great outburst of pride on the part of the
Babylonian monarch became the catalyst for the dream’s fulfillment.”2”

What was happening at the moment that this dream was fulfilled? (29-31)

e Nebuchadnezzar was walking upon the roof of his royal palace looking out over the
magnificent city he had built. Lacocque suggest that the king’s location may have
been the famous ‘hanging gardens.” From this high vantage point he had an
impressive view of the area.”28

e “As Nebuchadnezzar looked out over the city of Babylon his heart swelled with pride.
He boasted that he himself had made Babylon the greatest city on earth by the might

24 “Lycanthrophy” (http: //www.oxforddictionaries.com /us /definition /american english/lycanthropy accessed on
February 28, 2016).
25 Showers, 47.

26 Miller, 137.
27 bid., 139.
28 |bid.
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of his own power. He declared that he had made Babylon so magnificent in order to
glorify himself. The king was on an ego trip. He was a classic illustration of man
exalting over what he can do himself apart from God.”2?
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e  What was so special about the city of Babylon230

o The city was a rectangular shape surrounded by a deep and wide, water-
filled moat and then by an intricate system of double walls up to twenty-five
feet thick and forty feet tall (estimated).

O  Access to the city was through one of eight, enormous gates.

o It contained a seven-level ziggurat that rose 288 feet into the air (almost the
same height as the Statue of Liberty at 303 feet).

o A four-hundred foot long bridge that spanned the Euphrates River.

o Fifty-three temples within the city walls.

o0 At least three palaces, with the principal palace being approximately
630,000 ft2.

o The city also contained the famous “hanging gardens” which the ancient
Greeks considered one of the Seven Wonders of the World. This structure
included a series of hoists by which to raise water to the high terraces.

o Almost all of the bricks that have been discovered by archeologists have an
inscription upon them that says, “I am Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon.”

o It was a magnificent city!

29 Showers, 45.
30 Miller, 140-141.
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e  “Many outstanding achievements may be attributed to Nebuchadnezzar, but sadly he
failed to give God the glory for his blessings. His heart was filled with pride and self-
importance, and he began to boast of his own greatness and ability.”3!

e It was in this moment of pride that God chose to carry out his punishment upon him.

What actually happened to Nebuchadnezzar? (32-33)

e  “Immediately the mental illness foretold in the dream seized the king, and he was
driven from his throne to live in the open field like a wild animal.”32

o “Nebuchadnezzar fell under the strange delusion and began to act like an animal.
Because of this bizarre behavior, he ‘was driven away from people.” He lived
outdoors with the beasts, ‘ate grass like cattle,” and was exposed to the weather
(‘drenched with the dew’). The king’s ‘hair grew like the feathers of an eagle and his
nails like the claws of a bird.””33

How did this compare to what Daniel predicted?

e This matches Daniel’s interpretation exactly.
How long did Nebuchadnezzar live like this?

e Seven yeadrs

By the end of this time, what had changed about the king’s perspective of God?

e Nebuchadnezzar recognized God as sovereign.

e “...the king raised his eyes toward heaven, an act of submission, surrender, and
acknowledgment of his need for the Most High God. Yahweh had proven he was truly
the sovereign Lord and could humble the greatest king on earth.”34

Did the king return to ruling over the Babylonian Empire as Daniel predicted? (36)

e “God observed Nebuchadnezzar’s simple gesture of humility and repentance and
graciously restored his ‘sanity’... When the king repented, God restored his kingdom
and his honor, demonstrating the principle that God honors those who honor him.”35

Conolusion (37)

After all that Nebuchadnezzar went through, what was his attitude toward God? (37)

e NLT — “Now |, Nebuchadnezzar, will praise, honor, and give glory to the King of
Heaven. Everything he does is true, his ways are right, and he can humiliate those who
act arrogantly.”

31 Miller, 141.
32 Showers, 46.
33 Miller, 142.
34 |bid., 143.
35 |bid.
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Sorrow in Shame

Respoonding fo @od When We Hit Rock Botfom
Daniel 4:4-37

Introduction
The Boll Weevil

In the center of Main Street in Enterprise, Alabama, there is a monument celebrating the
town’s history. This edifice stands one of the strangest monuments in the world. It's a memorial to
an insect! Handsomely carved in stone is the likeness of a boll weevil. Many believe that divine
providence was involved in the circumstances that led to the erection of this unusual statue.

In early plantation days almost everyone in the community raised cotton. But as the years
rolled on, a serious pestilence infested the area in the form of a small beetle that punctured the
boll of the plant. As a result, it became almost impossible to bring a season's growth to maturity.

George Washington Carver, along with several other scientists, became deeply concerned
about the situation and began intensive studies to see if any substitute crop could be grown in that
part of the country. Raising peanuts was the answer, for they could be planted and harvested
with very little loss.

In time, cotton gins were forgotten in that region, and it became known as an outstanding
peanut center of the world. Soon the farmers' profits far exceeded what they had earned from
their best cotton yield. In the end, they realized that the destructive insect they had feared had
actually triggered the research that brought them prosperity. George Washington Carver
enabled needy people to live above the circumstances.

The Lord often allows trials to unsettle our lives for a blessed purpose. Perhaps we are
trying to "grow cotton" when we should be "raising peanuts." If so, the delays and
disappointments we experience are just the gracious "boll weevils" sent to redirect us so that we
will plant the crop of God's choosing!

Read Daniel 4:4-18

Nebuchadnezzar’'s Quality of Life (4-9)

o How does the Bible describe Nebuchadnezzar’s life?
O At ease and prospering... in his palace.
o Adpvisers at his beck and call...
o He was a rich and powerful man!

e How does his quality of life affect his outlook on life?
o It skewed his worldview!
=  He refers to Daniel by his Babylonian name—Belteshazzar—and refers to him as
the greatest of his wise men because the ‘spirit of the gods’ is in him and he is
named after his god—-Bel.
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= In verse 18, he proudly proclaimed that ‘Belteshazzar’ would be able to interpret
the dream.
0 He is full of pride... consumed with power... full of himself!
e  APPLICATION
0 The book of Matthew refers to two different men as being ‘rich’—the rich young
man (Matt 19:16-24) and Joseph of Arimathea (Matt 27:57-60).
= The rich young man was unwilling to give away his possessions to follow Jesus.
= Joseph of Arimathea gave his ‘final resting place’ to Jesus.
O When a person’s quality of life is ‘good,’ he rarely thinks about God—in fact, he
might even think of himself as a god.
o This is why Jesus said:

“Truly, | say to you, only with difficulty will a rich person enter the kingdom of
heaven. Again | tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle
than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” (Matt 19:23b-24)

Nebuohadnezzar's Second Dream (10-18)

¢  What did Daniel see in his dream? (Daniel 4:10-12)
o A tall tree in the middle of the earth
o Able to be seen from anywhere
o Provided food for all
o Provided shade for the animals
o Provided homes for birds
®  What happened to the tree? (4:13-15a)
o It was destroyed by the proclamation of an angel from heaven.
o All that was left of the tree was a stump, bound with a band of iron and bronze.
¢  What happened next in the dream? (4:15b-16)
0 Notice that the third person pronoun changes in the middle of verse 15 from a
neuter pronoun to a masculine pronoun. God puts an end to the use of the tree as
a symbol in the dream. From this point forward, the dream is about a specific
man.
o The man is sentenced by the angels from heaven to live in the fields as a wild
animal.
o  What was Nebuchadnezzar told was the purpose for this punishment? (4:17-18)
o0 So that everyone may know: 1) the Most High rules over the kingdoms of the
world, and 2) He empowers whomever He chooses to rule over those kingdoms.
0 Based on the arrogance displayed in verse 18, it seems that the king was oblivious
to the dream’s implications.
0 He may be assuming that the interpretation of the dream will be favorable because
of the interpretation of the first dream.
e APPLICATION
o Don’t miss this point... Nebuchadnezzar is the one speaking in these verses. He is
conveying the contents of the dream to Daniel for interpretation.
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O May | say to you today that we are often very much like Nebuchadnezzar? We
hear the truth—sometimes very directly from God—and yet we are still oblivious
to its implications on our lives!

o0 Life—for the king—was good! He had no need for God!

Nebuohadnezzar's Dream Interpreted (19-27)

e Upon hearing the dream, Daniel knew immediately that the meaning of the dream was not
good news for the king. He said, “l wish the events foreshadowed in this dream would
happen to your enemies... and not to you!” (verse 19, NLT)

e  What was Daniel’s interpretation of the dream?

o0 Daniel explained that Nebuchadnezzar is the ‘tree’ in the dream (4:22). The
Babylonian Empire was the great and mighty power that was visible throughout
the world.

0 In the next few verses (23-24), Daniel repeats the details of the dream. His
interpretation is in verses 25-27.

O Interpretation — Nebuchadnezzar will...

= Be driven from human society,

= live in the fields with the wild animals,

=  Eat grass like a cow,

= Sleep outside and wake up with dew on him.

e How long would this punishment lastz Why?

o He would live this way for seven years!

o This extended experience would bring him to the place where he learns that the
God of heaven is the Most High and is in control of all the kingdoms of the world!

e APPLICATION

O When life is going good—we think we don’t need God.

0 But God uses difficult seasons in our lives...

®* To teach us dependence upon Him,
= To teach us that He is in control, and
= To bring us to the point of repentance.

Nebuohadnezzar’'s Humiliation (28-33)

e  What happened to Nebuchadnezzar that humiliated him? (31b-33)
o0 A voice from heaven spoke out and said, “You are no longer ruler of this kingdom.
You will be driven from human society. You will live in the fields with the wild
animals, and you will eat grass like a cow. And you will do this until you really
learn who | am—even if it takes seven years!”
o Verse 33 tells us that this all happened within the hour.

0 Read Daniel 4:33 (NLT)

“That same hour the judgment was fulfilled, and Nebuchadnezzar was driven from
human society. He ate grass like a cow, and he was drenched with the dew of
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heaven. He lived this way until his hair was as long as eagles’ feathers and his
nails were like birds’ claws.”

Why was God punishing him? (30-31a)

o

(@]

Look at what Nebuchadnezzar said in Daniel 4:30 (NLT)

“As he looked out across the city, he said, ‘Look at this great city of Babylon! By
my own mighty power, | have built this beautiful city as my royal residence to
display my maijestic splendor.”

= It's not only what he said, it’s the attitude that he projects in the process!
®* |magine with me for a moment. King Nebuchadnezzar is standing there in
the penthouse suite of the Hanging Gardens of Babylon (one of the seven
wonders of the ancient world) looking out over the city and saying, “Look
what | have donel”
®*  What arrogance!
The Bible says that God spoke from heaven ‘while the words were still in the king’s
mouth’ to inform him that his time as king was finished. Now it’s time to be a
madman for a while.
God was the one who had placed Nebuchadnezzar in power over Babylon. He
did not acknowledge this so God removed him from power.
He did not recognize God’s supremacy, so God brought judgment upon him.

Woas it fair to punish Nebuchadnezzar in this way? (28-29)

o

Notice what verses 28-29 say,

28 All this came upon King Nebuchadnezzar. 29 At the end of twelve months he was
walking on the roof of the royal palace of Babylon, 30 and the king answered and
said, “Is not this great Babylon, which | have built by my mighty power as a royal
residence and for the glory of my majesty?” 3! While the words were still in the
king's mouth, there fell a voice from heaven...

This event took place about thirty years after Daniel interpreted
Nebuchadnezzar’s first dream. But it was a full year later before God brought
this punishment upon him.

God is the God of grace and mercy! He does not want to allow bad things in our
lives, but it is more important to him that we are ‘holy’ instead of ‘happy.’

APPLICATION

o

You may be here today with full knowledge and understanding that you are living
outside the will of God and His Word, and it may seem like you are ‘getting away
with it’ somehow.

Numbers 32:23 (ESV) says, “But if you will not do so, behold, you have sinned
against the Lord, and be sure your sin will find you out” or “your sin will catch up
with you” (HCSB).
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o0 God demonstrates grace in each of our lives to allow us the opportunity to repent
of our wickedness.
= He chose to give grace to the people of Nineveh because their response to
Jonah’s message was repentance.
= He promises to give grace to us today if we repent.

“I f my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and
seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then | will hear from heaven
and will forgive their sin and heal their land.” (2 Chronicles 7:14)

Nebuochadnezzar’'s Repentance (34-37)
e  Once he ‘hit rock bottom,” how did he respond to God? (34-35)
o0 At the end of the seven years, Nebuchadnezzar...
= Blessed the Most High,
= Praised and honored Him,
= Recognized His everlasting dominion,
= Recognized His worthlessness,
= Recognized God’s almighty power to do as He pleases,
= Recognized his inability to stop Him or question Him.
o Nebuchadnezzar finally experienced true repentance!
o  What did God do in return2 (36)
o God gave him back his sanity.
0 God restored him to his previous position as king.
e APPLICATION
O What can we learn from Nebuchadnezzar’s story?
o0 What can we take home today and apply to our lives? (37)
= God’s works are right!
= His ways are just!
®  Whoever walks in pride, God is able to humble!
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