
 

If we are disobeying God in our lives, He will put us into situations to get our 

attention. He can do this because He is in control of everything, but it is our 

decision if we will pay attention to His work in our lives! 

 

“…please accept my advice to you. Make a clean break with your sins and 

invest in what is right. Bring an end to your wicked deeds and show mercy to 

those you have beaten down.” (4:27 VOICE) 

 

 This discussion guide is designed for just that... discussion.  When I lead 

discussion group Bible studies, I do not have answers anywhere in the 

material, nor do I use a leader’s guide with all the answers written in. 

 This is INTENTIONAL!  I believe that the discipleship process should be 

an encounter with God, not just listening to someone else tell you what 

words to write down to fill in the blanks.   

 Our goal is to help you facilitate discovery learning for your students.  

As the questions are asked, every participant (including the leader) is 

required to search God’s Word to discover the appropriate morsel of 
truth.  When facilitators are 'armed' with all the answers, they are less 

likely to allow the time needed for individuals to process the question 

and formulate an answer. 

 Don't be afraid of silence!  That discovery process is the key to the 

success or failure of this process.  It is in those moments of silence that 

we stop teaching and the Holy Spirit takes over! 



 We cannot forget what Jesus said in John 16:13: “when he, the Spirit of 
truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth.” 

 For a deeper look at the issues presented herein, please look at the 

"Daniel – Teacher's Guide" or listen/watch the corresponding sermons 

at www.templerogers.org/obe/daniel_resources/)  

 For a deeper discussion of how to lead an inductive style, Bible 

discussion group, please download the “Leading Small Group Bible 
Studies” resource by clicking HERE. 

 

Options #1:  

Have you ever gone through an extremely difficult experience? What effect 

did that experience have on your personal relationship with God?  

I have often heard stories about people coming into a relationship with God 

only after they ‘hit rock bottom’ in their lives. Have you—or someone 

you know—experienced this? What happened? 

In your opinion, how important is it to God that we depend upon Him? In what 

ways do difficult circumstances bring about dependence upon God? 

 

Option #2: 

Why do bad things happen in life? What is God’s purpose in allowing 
difficult circumstances to come up in our lives? (see Genesis 50:20) 

When bad things happen, people often quote Romans 8:28. What does that 

verse say? It mentions the purposes of God at the end of that verse. What 

is God’s purpose for salvation? (Romans 8:29 explains that God’s purpose 
for salvation is for every believer to be conformed to the image of God’s 
Son. Ephesians 2:8-10 explains that we have been saved by grace 

through faith for a purpose—we are created in Christ to do good works. 

The purpose of salvation is to be like and act like Jesus.) 

http://www.templerogers.org/obe/daniel_resources/
http://www.templerogers.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Leading-Discussion-Bible-Studies.pdf


 In our study today, we are going to look at the lives of two kings in 

Babylon to see how God brought about circumstances in their lives to 

show them that He is the one true God and sovereign over everything. 

 

(For more background information about Nebuchadnezzar and the events surrounding this 

story, please consult The Book of Daniel Teacher Notes, page 48-49 and 55-56.) 

For a more concise understanding of the lesson theme, consider 

utilizing Activity Sheet 3.5 – “The Tale of Two Kings.” 

How does the Bible describe Nebuchadnezzar’s quality of life? (Daniel 4:4)  

How does a person’s quality of life affect his outlook on life? 
 

In Daniel 2, Nebuchadnezzar had his first dream. The dream revealed that 

he—and the Babylonian Empire—would be the greatest empire in the 

world. In Daniel 4, Nebuchadnezzar had another dream.  

Read Daniel 4:6-12. What did Daniel see in his dream? What did this 

portion of the dream mean (see 4:20-22)? 

Read Daniel 4:13-17. What happened next in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream? 
What was the meaning of this part (see 4:23-25)? 

Read Daniel 4:25-27. What was God’s purpose for allowing these things to 
happen to Nebuchadnezzar?  

God gave Nebuchadnezzar this dream as a warning of what would 

happen to him if he did not recognize that the Most High God is in 

control of all the kingdoms of the world. When did this dream 

actually come true (Daniel 4:28-33)? Why did God choose that 

moment to implement this punishment upon Nebuchadnezzar? 

http://www.templerogers.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Daniel-Introduction-Part-1-Teacher-Notes.pdf#page=48
http://www.templerogers.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Daniel-Introduction-Part-1-Teacher-Notes.pdf#page=55


Have you ever had an experience where you felt that God was trying to 

warn you to stop doing the sinful things you were doing? What 

happened? What did you do in response to this warning? 

 

(For more background information about Belshazzar and the events surrounding this story, 

please consult The Book of Daniel Teacher Notes, pages 60-61 and 67-69.)   

In Daniel 5, we are introduced to King Belshazzar. Several years have 

passed since Nebuchadnezzar was king, and now one of his 

descendents has risen to rule over the empire. From reading Daniel 

5:1-4, what is King Belshazzar doing? 

There were many things that were happening at Belshazzar’s party. What 

were some of those things? How does that compare to the parties 

that people you know have today? 

These things that were happening were drawing him away from a life lived 

for God. What are some things that draw us away from God? 

Anything that draws you away from God is idolatry. What are some idols 

in our lives? 

 Physical things – (i.e. living to eat and drink, focus on satisfying bodily 

appetites, addictions to sex, Rx and illegal drugs, alcohol, nicotine, 

pornography, etc.)  

 Material things – (i.e. clothes, electronic gadgets, cars, homes, boats, 

any kind of property etc.)  

 Intangible things – (i.e. degrees, letters and titles, security that comes 

from wealth)  

 Financial priorities – (i.e. buying cars, houses and other stuff, but not 

able to afford to ‘tithe’)  
 Recreational things – (i.e. hunting, fishing, vacations, picnics, outings, 

sports of all kinds, etc.)  

 Social standing – (i.e. power, prestige, influence, etc.) 

http://www.templerogers.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Daniel-Introduction-Part-1-Teacher-Notes.pdf#page=60
http://www.templerogers.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Daniel-Introduction-Part-1-Teacher-Notes.pdf#page=67


What did Belshazzar do that offended God (5:4)? How did God respond to 

his offensive behavior (5:5)? What was Belshazzar’s reaction (5:6-7)? 

Read Daniel 5:22-28. What was the charge against King Belshazzar (5:22-23)? 

What was the meaning of the handwriting on the wall (5:25-28)? 

 

What truth did God reveal to Nebuchadnezzar about his life (4:32)? 

What truth did God reveal to Belshazzar about his life (5:22-23a)? 

What truth has God revealed to you about your life today? 

 

What was the result of God’s punishment upon Nebuchadnezzar (4:34-37)? 

What was the result of God’s punishment upon Belshazzar (5:31-32)? 

As we consider the outcome of each man’s life, what can we learn and apply 
to our own life? What will it take for God to get our attention? 

 In Lesson 1, the concept of SOAP Journaling was introduced. The goal 

in this activity is to encourage the students to continue ‘SOAPing’ and 
answer any questions that they might have concerning this process. 

 Ask the following series of questions: 

▪ How many of you tried to do your SOAP Journal yesterday 

during your quiet time? 

▪ Is there anything that you didn’t understand about it? 
▪ Why is reading your Bible, prayer and journaling important in 

your personal spiritual growth? 



▪ Would anyone like to share something that God taught them 

through their SOAP Journal yesterday? 

 You might consider repeating this activity in Lesson 4. 

 3.1 – “Choose Wisely” Maze 

 3.2 – “Repent” Maze 

 3.3 – “Change” Coloring Page 

 3.4 – “All Things” Coloring Page 

 3.5A – “The Tale of Two Kings” Outside Page 

 3.5B – “The Tale of Two Kings” Inside Page 
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